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PRE FACE 




HE Friendly Correfpondenre 
which we m^feaifp-w$fif our 
: BretKrthoP j&w- £»|/««$, ; §iVes 

.....„,. us now and then the pkaYiire 

of hearing fome rerrftrlifrb'te 'Inftan&s of 
divine Grace in- ffife ''<Tdnf er$ Srji dF Sin- 
ners, and' ■fbthe ' ^rhW^nr> : I T B'H ! )p T Ies bf 
Piety in tMt memMlkttbiftfe World. 
But never did we htaf of : fcHd, -Tince the 
firft Ages of CHriftianify,V s&jp Event of 
this kind fo fin-prizing 33 the prefent Nar- 
rative hath fet before us. The Rev 1 , 
and Worthy V>r.Colman of Bofion had given 
us fome fhort Intimations of it in his Let- 
ters ; and upon our Requeft of a more 
large and particular Account, Mr. E2- 
lo Jjfrnfc the happy and fuccefsful Minifter of 
cn Northampton, which was one of the chief 
THE VBRARY ^ es of thefe Wonde rs> drew up this 

S.O.A. Theological ■ & ^ K i5? r y in an Epiftle to Dr. Colman. 

68.30 Laurel Sf f* >- • *- re WCre fome llfefuI Sermons of 

Walr i : ■ ^ tne *«ierabte and Aged Mr. MHtak 

A 2 , Williams 
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Williams publifh'd lately in New-Eng- 
land, which were preached in that part of 
the Country during this Seafon of the 
glorious Work of God in the Converfion 
of Men ; to which Dr. Colman fubjoin'd 
a moft judicious and accurate Abridge- 
ment of this Epiftle : And a little after 
by Mr. Edwards Requeft, he fent the 
Original to our Hands, to be communi- 
cated to the World under our Care here 
in London-* 

We are abundantly fatisfy'd of the 
Truth of this Narrative, not only from 
the pious Cha rafter of the Writer, but 
from the concurrent Teftimony of many 
other Perfons in New-England ; for this 
thing was not done in a Corner. There is 
afpotof Ground, as we are here inform'd, 
wherein there are .twelve or fourteen 
Towns and Villages, chiefly fituate in 
New-Hampfhire near the Banks of the River 
of Connefiticut, within the compafs of thir- 
ty Miles, wherein it pleafed God two 
years ago to difplay his free and fovereign 
Mercy in the Converfion of a great mul- 
titude of Souls in a fhort fpace of Time, 
turning them from a formal, cold and 
carelefs Profeflion of Chriftianity to the 
lively Exercife of every Chriftian Grace, 
#nd the powerful Practice of our holy Re- 
ligion. The great God has feem'd to aft 
over again the Miracle of Gedeon's Fleece, 

which 
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which was plentifully waterM with the Dew 
of Heaven, while the reft of the Earth 
round about it was dry, and had no fuch< 
remarkable Blefling. 

There has been a gfeat and juft Com* 
plaint for many Years among the Mini- 
fters and Churches in Old-England, and in 
New, (except about the time of the late 
Earthquake there) that the Work of Con- 
verfion goes on very fiowly, that the Spi- 
rit of God in his faving Influences is much 
withdrawn from the Miniftrations of his 
Word, and there are few that receive the 
Report of the Gofpel, with any eminent 
Succefs upon their Hearts. But as the 
Gofpel is the fame divine Inftrument of 
Grace ftill, as ever it was in the Days of 
the Apoftles, fo our afcended Saviour now 
and then takes a fpecial Occafion to mani- 
feft the Divinity of this Gofpel by a plen- 
tiful Effufion of hisSpirit where it is preach- 
ed : then Sinners are turned into Saints 
in numbers, and there is a new face of 
Things fpread over a Town or a Coun- 
try : the Wilderness and the folitary Places 
are glad, the Defert rejoices and bloffoms as 
the Rofe-, and furely concerning this In- 
ftance we may add, that they have feen the 
Glory of the Lord there, and the Excellen- 
cy of our God \ they have feen the Out-goings 
of God our King in his Sanftuary. 

A 3 Certainly 
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Certainly it becomes us, who profefs the 
Religion of CI rif\ to take notice of fuch 
aftonifhing Excrcifes of his Power and 
Mercy, and give him the Glory which 
is due, when he begins to accomplish any 
of his Promifcs concerning the latter 
Days: and it gives us farther Encourage- 
ment to pray, and wait, and hope for the 
•like diiplay-of his Power in the midft of 
us. The hand of God is not ffjcrten'd that 
it cannci fdve, but we have reafon to fear 
that our Iniquities ^6uf Coldnefs in Religion, 
and the generalCarnality of our Spirits,have' 
raifedaVvall of Separation between God 
and us : And we may -add, . the Pride and 
perverie Ht mour of Infidelity, Degeneracy 
and Apoftacy from the Christian Faith, 
which have of late Years- broken out a- 
-mongft us, feem to have provoked the 
Spirit of Chrijl to afefent himfelf much from 
our Nation. " Return, O Lord, and 
M vifit thy Churches, and revive thine own 
M Work in the midft of us." 

From fuch bleffed Inftances of the Sue- 
cefs of the Gofpcl, as appear in this Nar- 
rative, we may learn much of the way of 
the Spirit of God in his dealing with the 
Souls of Men, in order to convince Sin- 
ners, and rcftore them to his Favour and 
his Image by Jefus Chrift, his Son. We 
acknowledge that fome particular Ap- 
pearances in the Work of Converfiona- 
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morg Men may be occafion'd by the Mini- 
ftry which they fit under, whether it be of 
a more or lefs evangelical Strain, whether 
it be more fevere and affrighting, or more 
gentle and perfuafive. But wherefoever 
God works with Power for Salvation upon 
the Minds of . Men, there will be fome 
difcoveries of a Senfe of Sin, of the dan- 
ger of the Wrath of God, of the All-fuffl- 
ciency of his Son Jefus, to relieve us under 
all our fpiritual Wants and Diftreffes, and 
a hearty Confent of Soul to receive him 
in the various Offices of Grace, wherein 
he is fet forth in the holy Scriptures. And 
if our Readers had opportunity (as we 
have had} to perufe feveral of the Sermons 
which were preached during this glorious 
Stafon, we fhould find that it is the com- 
mon p\un Protejlant Doftrine of the Re- 
formation, without ft'r etching towards the 
Antinomians on the one fide, or the Armi- 
nians on the other, that the Spirit of God 
has been pleafed to honour with fuch II- 
Itiftrious Succefs. 

We are taught alfo by this happy Event 
how efftfy it will be for our Welled Lord 
to make a full accompli foment of all his 
Prediftions concerning his Kingdom, and 
to fpread his Dominion from Sea to S?.a, 
thro' all this Nations of the Earth. We 
fee how eafy it is for him with one Turn of 
'his Hand, "\yith one Word of his Mouth, 
A 4 to 
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to awaken whole Countries of ftupid and 
fleeping Sinners, and kindle divine Life in 
their Souls. The heavenly Influence Avail 
run from door to door, filling the Hearts 
and Lips of every Inhabitant with imports 
nate Inquiries, What Jhall we do to be Javed? 
And bow Jhall we efcape the Wrath to come ? 
And the Name of Chrijl the Saviour lhall 
diffufe it felf like a rich and vital Perfume 
to multitudes that were ready, to fink and 
perilh under the painful Senfe of their own 
Guilt and Danger.. Salvation fhall fpread 
thro* all the Tribes and. Ranks of Man- 
kind, as. the Lightning from Heaven in 
a few Moments would communicate a 
living Flame thro* ten thoufand Lamps 
or Torches placed in a proper Situation and 
Neighbourhood. Thus a Nation Jhall be 
born in a Day when our Redeemer pleafe, 
and his faithful and obedient Subjects fhall 
become as. numerous as the Spires of 
Grafs in a Meadow newly mown,, and re- 
frefh'd with the Showers of Heaven. But 
the Pleafure of this agreeable Hint bears 
the Mind, away from- our Theme. 

Let us return to the prefent Narrative. 
*Tis worthy: of our Obfervation, that this 
great and furprizing Work does not feem 
to have taken its Rife from . any fudden 
and diftriffing Calamity or publickTer- 
rour that might univerfally imprefs the 
Minds of a People : Here was no Storm, 

no 
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no Earthquake, no Inundation of Water, 
no Defolation by Fire, no Peftilence or 
any other fweeping Diftemper, nor any- 
cruel Invafion by their Indian Neighbours* 
that might force the Inhabitants into a fe- 
rious Thoughtfulnefs, and a religious 
Temper by the Fears of approaching 
Death and Judgment. Such Scenes as thefe 
have foraetimes been made happily efFeftual 
to awaken Sinners in Zion 9 and the for- 
mal Profeflbr and the Hypocrite have 
been terrify'd with the Thoughts of di- 
vine Wrath breaking in upon them, Who 
JhaH dwell with everlajling Burnings ? But 
in the prefent Cafe the immediate hand 
of God in the Work of his Spirit appears 
much more evident, becaufe there is no 
fuch awful and threading Providence at- 
tending it. 

It is worthy alfo of our further Notice, 
that when many prophane Sinners, and for- 
mal Profefibrs of Religion have been af- 
frighted out of their preieut Careleffnefs 
and Stupidity by fome aftonifhingTerrours 
approaching them,thofe religious Appear- 
ances have not been fo durable, nor the 
real Change of Heart fo thoroughly ef- 
fefted : Many of thefe fort of fudden Con- 
verts have dropt their religious Concerns 
in a great meafure when their Fears of the 
threat'ning Calamity are vanifh'd. Btit 
it is a bleffed Confirmation ; r the Truth 

of 
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this prefeht Work of Grace, that the 
Perfons who were divinely wrought upon 
*jn this Seifon continue ftill to profefs fe- 
rnu.s Religion, and to praftife it with- 
out returning to their former Follies. 

It may not be amifs in this place to 
take notice, that a very furprizing an& 
threatening Providence has this laft Year 
^trended the People of Northampton, a- 
morrg whom this Work of divine Grace 
lb remarkable : which Providence 
il lirft might hive been conftrued by the 
unthinking World to be a fignai Token 
of God's DifpJeafure againft that Town,- 
or a Jiidgrnfcnt frdm Heaven upon the 
People ; but faoh afterwards, like iW*s 
fluking the Viper dff from his Ifettd* 
it difcovered the aftonilhing Care and- 
Sdodnefs of God exprefs'd towards a 
Place where luch a multitude of his young. 
Converts were affembled: Nor can we 
give a better Account of it than in the 
Language of this very Gentleman, the 
,Rcv d . Mr. Edwards, Minifter of that 
Town,, who wrote die following Letter, 
which was publiih'd in New-England. 

Northampton, March 19th, 1737. 

WE in this Town, were the laft Lord's- 
m Day the Speftatots, and maw of us 
the Subje&s, of om './>!:. W ft (Mazing • lit* 

fiances 
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fiances of divine Prefervation, tL\U perhaps 
was ever known in the Land : Our Meet- 
ing- Houfe is old and decay 9 d, fo that we 
have been for fome time building a new one, 
which is yetunfinifffd : It has beenobferved 
of late, that the Houfe that we have bit her to 
met in bis gradually fpread at bottom, the 
Cells and Walls giving way, efoecially in the 
Forefide, by renfin of the Weight of "Timber 
at top, treffmg on the Braces that are in- 
ferted into the Pofts and Beams of the Houfe. 
It has fo done more than ordinarily this 
Spring; which feems to have been opcafwn'd 
by the heaving of the Ground by the extream 
Frofts of the Winter paft, and its now fet- 
tling again on that fide which is next the Sun, 
by the Thaws of the Spring: By this means 
the under -pinning has been conftderabiy dif- 
order 9 d, which Peojle were not fenfible of, 
ttll the ends of the Joyfts which bore up the 
front Gallery, by the Walls giving way, 
Were drawn off from the Girts on which they 
re/led fo that in the midft of the publick Ex- 
ercifein the Forenoon, foon after the begin- 
ning of Sermon, the whole Gallery full of 
People, with all the Seats and Timber, fud- 
*denly a u d without any Warning funk, and 
fell down, with mofl amazing noife, upon the 
Heads of tbofe that fat under,, to the aflonifh- 
ment of the Congregation, the Houfe being 
Jiu a with dolorous Shrieking and Crying - 9 



4 
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and nothing elfe was expelled than to find 
many People dead, and dajhed to pieces. 

The G alien in falling [cent A to break and 
fink firfi in "the middle:, fo that thofe who 
were upon it were thrown together in heaps 
before the front Door: But the whole was fo 
fuddett, that many of them that fell knew no- 
thing in the time of it what it was that had 
befallen them and others in the Congregation 
knew not what it was that had happened with 
fo great a Noife ; many thought it had been 
an amazing Clap of Thunder: The falling 
Gallery fiem'd to be broken all to pieces before 
it get down ; fo that fome that fell with it y 
as well as thofe that were under, were 
buried in the Ruins, and were found frefi'd 
under heavy Loads of Timber, and could do 
nothing to help themfelves. 

But fo myfterioufy and wonderfully did 
it come to pafs, that every Life was pre- 
ferved\ and tbo* many were greatly bruifed, 
and their Flejb torn, yet there is not, as I 
can under/land, one Bone broke, or fo much 
as put out of Joint among them all : Some 
' that were thought to be almofl dead at 
fr/iy are greatly recover 9 d ; and but one young 
Woman feems yet to remain in dangerous Or- 
cumftances, by an inward Hurt in her Breajt : but 
of late there appears more Hope of for Recovery. 

There is none can give any Account, or 
conceive by what Means it fhould come to 
pafs> that Peoples Lives and Limbs fhculd 
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be thus preferv'd, when fo great a Multi- 
tude were thus imminently expofed : It look' 
ed as tbo 9 it was impojfible it fhould be 
other-wife, than that great Numbers fhould 
inflantly be crufhed to death or dajhed in 
pieces : - // feems unreafonable to afcribe it 
to^ any thing elfe, but the Care of Pro- 
vidence in diffofing the Mctions cf every Stick 
of Timber, and the precife Place of Safety 
where every one Jhould fit and fall, when 
none were in any Capacity to take care 
for their own Prefervation. The Preferva- 
tun feems to be mojl wonderful, with re* 
feci to the Women, and Children that were 
in the middle Aly, under the Gallery, where . 
it came down firfi, and with greatejl Force, 
and where w is nothing to break the Force of 
the falling weight. 

Such an Event may be a fufficient Ar- . 
gument of a Divine Providem over the 
Lives of Men. We thought our felyes cal- 
led to ft a- fart a Day to be fptnt in the 
fifemn fVorJhip of God, to humble our- 
felvss under fuch a Rebuke of Gcd upon us 
in the time of publick Service in God's 
Hwfe byfo dangerous and fur prizing an Ac- 
cident \ and to paift his Name for fo won- 
derful, and as it were Miraculous a Pre- 
fervation and the lafi Wedncfday was kept 
fa us to that End : And a Mercy in which 
toe Hand of God is fo remarkably evident x 
a way 
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may be well worthy to afftft the Hearts 
of all that hear it. 

Thus far the Letter. 

But it is time to conclude our Preface. 
If there fhould be any thing found in 
this Narrative of the furprizing Conver- 
fion of fuch Numbers of Souls, where 
the Sentiments or the Style of the Relates 
or his Inferences from Matters of Fad, 
do not appear fo agreeable to every Rea- 
der, we hope it will have no unhappy 
influence to difcourage the Belief of this 
.glorious Event. We muft allow every 
Writer his own Way ; and muft allow 
him to chufe what particular Inftances 
he would feleft, from the numerous Cafes 
which came before him. And tho' he 
might have chofen others perhaps, of 
more fignificancy in the eye of the World, 
than the Woman and the Child, whole Ex- 
periences he relates at large ; yet 'tis e- 
vident he chofe that of the Woman, be- 
caufe fhe was dead, and flie is thereby 
uncapable of knowing any Honours or 
Reproaches on this Account. And as for 
the Child, thofewho wereprefent, and faw 
and heard fuch a remarkable and lafhng 
Change, on one fo very young, muft 
neceffarily receive a ftronger Impreffion 
from it, and a more agreeable Surprize 
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than the meer Narration of it can com- 
municate to others at a diftance. Chil- 
drens Language always lofes its ftriking 
Beauties at fecond-hand. 

Upon the whole, whatever Defeats any 
Reader may find, or imagine in this Nar- 
rative, we are well fatisfy'd, that fuch 
an eminent Work of God, ought not to 
be conceal'd from the World : and as it 
was the Rev a . Author's Opinion, fo we 
declare it to be ours alfo, that 'tis ve- 
ry likely that this Account of fuch an 
extraordinary and illuftrious Appearance 
of divine Grace in the Converfion of 
Sinners, may, by the Bleffing of God, 
have a happy Effeft upon the Minds of 
Men, towards the Honour and Enlarge- 
ment of the Kingdom of Chrift^ much more 
than any fuppofed Imperfection in this Re- 
presentation of it can do Injury. 

May the worthy Writer of this Epiftle, 
and all thofe his Rev 1 . Brethren in 
the Miniftry, who have been honour'd 
in this excellent and important Service, 
go on to fee their Labours crown'd with 
daily and perfevering Succefs ! May the 
numerous Subjefts of this furprizing Work 
hold faft what they have received, and 
increafe in every Chriftian Grace and 
Bleffing ! May a plentiful Effufion of 
the bleffed Spirit, alfo, defcend on the 
Britijh Ides, and all their American Plan- 
tations, 



*yi ThcPREFACE. 

tation?, to renew the Face of Religion 
there ! And we in treat our Readers in 
both England*, to join with us in our 
hearty Addreffes to' the Throne of Grace, 
that this wonderful Diicovery of the hand 
of God in faving Sinners, may incourage 
our Faith and Hope of the Accomplifh- 
mefitofall his Words of Grace, which are 
written in the Old Teftament and in the 
New, concerning the large Extent of this 
Salvation in the Latter Days of the World. 
Come Lord Jefus, come quickly, and fpread. 
thy Dominion thro' all the Ends of the 
Earth, Amen, 



Isaac Watts. 
',05.12. 1737. JohnGuyse. . 



A Faithful 

NARRATIVE 

O F 

The Surprizing Work of GOD in the 
Converlion of many Hundred Souls in 
Northampton^ of New-England^ figfc. 

In a LETTER to the Rev d .Dr. Colman 
of Bofiotij (Sc. 

Reverend and Honoured 5/r, 

AVING feen your Letter to 
my honoured Uncle Williams of 
Hatfield of July 20, wherein 
you inform him of the Notice, 
that has been taken of the late 
wonderful Work of God, in this, and feme 
other Towns in this County ^ by the Rev d . 

B Dr. 
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Dr. Watts and Dr. Guyfe of London, and 
the Congregation to which the Lift ol'thefe 
preached on a monthly Day of folemn 
Prayer ; as alio, of your defire to be more 
perfeftly acquainted with it, by fome of 
•us on the ipot: and having been fince 
informed by my Uncle Williams, that 
you defire me to undertake it 5 I would 
now do it, in as jut and faithful a Man- 
ner as in me lies.. *f 

The People of the County., in general, 
1 fuppofe, are as fiber, and orderly, and 
gfrjod fort of People, as in any Part of 
W&zv- England . and I believe they have 
B^a prefendtf the freeft by fir, of any 
•fiart pf the Country, from Error ', andva- 
t\dfy%tSe£ls and Opinions. Our being 
fo far within the Land, at a diftance 
from Sea-ports, and in a Corner of the 
Country, has doubtlefs been one Reafon 
why we have not been fo much corrupted 
with Vice, as moft other Parts. But with- 
out queftion, the Religion, and good Or- 
der of the County,, and their Purity in 
Do£irine, has, under God, been very much 
owing to the great Abilities, and eminent 
Piety, of my venerable and honoured 
Grandfather Stoddard. I fuppofe we have 
been the freeft of any Part of the Land 
from unhappy Diii/ions, and Quarrels in 
our ecclefiaftical and religious Affairs, till 
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Lite lamentable * Springfield Contention. 

We being much Separated from other 
Parts of the Province, and having com- 
paratively but little Intercourfe with them, 
have from the beginning, till now, al- 
ways managed our ecclefiaftical Affairs 
within our felves : 'tis the way in which 
the County, from its Infancy, has gone 
on. by the pra&ical Agreement of all, 
arfci the way in which our Peace and good 
Order has hitherto been maintained. 

The Town of Northampton is of about 
82 Tears {landing, and has now about 200 
Families-, which moftly dwell more com*, 
paftly together than any Town of fuch a 
Bignefs in thefe Parts of the Country ; 
■which probably has been an Occafion rju\i 
both our Corruptions, and Reformat %n $ 
have been, from time to time, the more 
fwiftly propagated, from one to anpther; 
'through the Town. Take the Town in 
•general, and fo far as I can judge, they 
.are as Rational and Under/landing a Peo- 
ple as moft I have been acquainted with : 
Many of them have been noted for Reli- 

* The Springfield Contention relates to the Settle- 
ment of a Minuter there, which occauon'd too warm 
Debates between tame* both Pallors and People, that 
were for it, and others that were againft it, on ac- 
count of their different Apprehenfions about hisPrin- 
cip'es, and about iome Steps that were taken to pro- 
sure his Ordination. 

B 2 gion* 
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gion, and particularly, have been remarka - 
blefortheirdiftinftA»w/^in things that 
relate to Heart Religion, and Chriftian 
Experience, and their great Regards there- 
to. 

I am the third Minifter that has been fet- 
tled in theTown : theRev d . Mr. EleazarMa- 
ther, who was the firft, was ordained in July, 
1 669 . He was one whofe Heart was much 
in his Work, abundant in Labours for 
the good of precious Souls ; he had the 
high Efteemand great Love of his People, 
and was bleffed with no fmall Succefs. The 
Rev d . Mr. Stoddard, who fucceeded him, 
came firft to the Town the November after 
hh Death, but was not ordained till Sep- 
timber i\. 1672, and died Feb. 1 1 . 1728-9. 
So that he continued in the Work of the 
Miniftry here, from his firft coming to 
pMib, near 60 Years. And as he was 
eminent and renowned .for his Gifts ancL* 
Grace v fo he was bleffed, from th^P> 
ginning, with extraordinary Succefs mhis 
Miniftry, in the Converfion of many Souls. 
He had five ' Harv efts, as he called them: 
The firft was about 57 Years ago ;* the fe- 
cond about 53 Years ; the third about 40 ; 
the fourth ^ about 24; the fifth and laft a- 
bout 18 Years ago. Some of thefe Times 
were rtiuch more remarkable than others, 
and the ingathering of Souls more plen- 
tiful. > Thole that were about 53, and 40, 

and 
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and 24 Years ago, were much greater than 
either the firft or the laft ; but in each of 
them, I have heard my Grandfather fay, 
the bigger part of the young People in the 
Town, feemed to be mainly concerned for 
their eternal Salvation. 

After the laft of thefe, came a far more 
degenerate time, (at leaft among the young- 
People) I fuppofe, than ever before. Mr. 
Stoddard, indeed, had the Comfort before 
he died, of feeing a time where there were 
no fmall Appearances of adivine Work a- 
mongft fome, and a confiderable Ingather- 
ing of Souls, even after I was fettled with 
him in the Miniftry, which was about two 
Years before his Death and I have rea- 
for 1 to blefs God for the great Advantage 
I had by it. In thefe two Years there 
were near twenty that Mr. Stoddard hoped 
to be favingly converted ; but there was 
nothing of any General Awakening. The 
greater Pa^t feemed to be at that time 
very infenfible of the things of Religi- 
on, and engaged in other Cares and Pur- 
suits. Juft after my- .Grandfather's Efeurh, 
it leemed to be a time of extraordinary 
Dulnefs in Religion: Luentioafnefs for 
fome Years greatly prevailed among the 
Touth of the Town ; they were many of 
them very much addicted to Night-walk- 
and frequenting the Tavern, and lewd 
I raftices, ^s herein fome, by their Exam- 
3 pie 
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pie exceedingly corrupted others. It was 
their Manner very frequently to get toge- 
ther, in Conventions of both Sexes, for 
Mirth and Jollity, which they called Fro- 
licks ; and they would often fpend the 
greater part of the Night in them* with- 
out regard to any Order in the Families^ 
they belonged to : and indeed Family-Go- 
vernment did too much fail in the Town. 
It was become very cuftomary with many 
of our young People,, to be* Indecent in 
their Carriage at Meeting,, which doubtlefs, 
would not have prevailed to fuch a degree, 
had it not been that my Grandfather* 
through his great Age, (tho* he retained 
his Powers furprizingly to the hfi) was 
not fo able to obferve them. There had 
alfo long prevailed in the Town, a Spi- 
rit of Contention between two Parties,, in- 
to which they, had for many Years been 
divided, by which, was maintain'd a Jea- 
loufy one of the other, and they were pre- 
pared to offofe one another in all publick 
Affairs. 

Put in two or three Years after Mr. 
Stoddard's Death, there began to be a fen- 
fible Amendment of thefe Evils the young 
People fhew'd more of a Difpofition to 
hearken to Counfel, and by degrees left 
off there Frolicking, and grew obiervably 
more Decent in their Attendance on the 
publick WorIhip> and there were more 
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t'lut manifefted a Religious Concern than 
there ufed to be.. 

At the latter end of the Year 1733, 
there appeared a very unufual flexibleneis, 
and yielding to Advice, in our young 
People. It had been too long their man- 
ner to make the Evening after the Sabbath * y 
and after our publick Ledlure,- to be ef- 
pecially the Times of their Mirth, and 
company- keeping. But a Sermon was now 
preached on the Sabbath before the Lec- 
ture, to (hew the Evil Tendency of the 
Practice, and to perfuade them to re- 
form it 5. and it was urged on Heads of 
Families, that it lhould be a thing agreed 
upon among them, to govern their Fami- 
lies, and keep their Children at home, at 
thefe times', and withal it was more privately 
moved, thatthey lhould meet together, the 
next Day r in their feveral Neighbourhoods, 
to know each other's Minds : which was ac- 
cordingly done, and the Motion complied 
with throughout the Town. But Parents 
found little, or no occafion for the exer- 
cife of Government in the Cafe : the young 
People declared themfelves convinced by 
what they had heard from the Pulpit,. 
and were willing of themfelves to com- 

* Tt mud be noted, that it has never been our 
Manner, to obferve the Evening that follows the Sab- 
bath j bit that which precedes it, as part of holy 
Tiaie. 

. & 4 Pty 
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ply with the Counfel that had been given : 
and it was immediately^ and, I fuppofe, al- 
moft universally complied with \ and there 
was a thorough Reformation of thefe Dif- 
orders thenceforward, which has continued 
ever fince. 

Prefently after this, there began to ap- 
pear a remarkable Religious Concern at a 
little Village, belonging to the Congre- 
gation, call'd Pafcommuck, where a few 
Families were fettled, at about three Miles 
diftance from the main Body of the Town. 
At this place, a number of Perfons feemed 
to be favingly wrought upon. In the A- 
$ril following, Anno 1734, there happened 
a very fudden and awful Death of a young 
Man, in the Bloom of his Youth ; who 
being violently feized with a Pleurify, 
and taken immediately v -ery delirious , died 
in about two Days which (together with 
what was preached publickly on that Oc- 
cafion) much affeffed many young People. 
This was followed with another Death of 
a young married Woman, who had been 
' confiderably exercifed in Mind, about the 
Salvation of her Soul, before fhe was ill, 
and was in great Dijlrefs, in the beginning 
of her Illnefs ; but feemed to have fatisfy- 
ing Evidences of God's faving Mercy to 
her, before her Death fo that flie died 
very full of Comfort, in a moft earneft 
and moving Manner warning, and coun- 

felling 
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felling others. This feem'd much tocon- 
tribute to the folemnizing of the Spitits 
of many young Perfons : and there be- 
gan evidently to appear more of a Re- 
ligious Concern on People's Minds. 

In the Fall of the Year, I propofed it to 
the young People, that they lhould agree a- 
mong themfelves to fpend the Evenings after 
Lefturesm focial Religion, and to that end di- 
vide themfelves into feveral Companies to 
meet in various parts of theTown ; which was 
accordingly done, and thofe Meetings have 
been fince* continued,and the Example imita- 
ted by^/ArPeople.Thiswasfollow'dwiththe 
Death of an elderly Perfon, which was atten- 
ded with many unufual Circumftances, by 
which many were much mof ed and affe&ed. 

About this time, began the great Noife 
that was in this Part of the Country, a- 
bout Arminianifm, which feemed to ap- 
pear with a very threatning Afpeft upon 
the Intereft of Religion here. The Friends 
of vital Piety trembled for fear of the If- 
fue ; but it feemed, contrary to their Fear, 
ftrongly to be over -ruled for the promo- 
ting of Religion. Many who looked on 
themfelves as in a Chrijllefs Conditio^ 
feemed to be awaken'd by it, with fear 
that God was about to withdraw from the 
Land, and that we fhould be given up 
to Heterodoxy, and corrupt Principles ; and - 
that then theirOpportunity for obtaining Sal-. 1 
B /j vatiou 
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vation would be paft ; and many who- 
were brought a little to doubt about the 
Truth of the Doftrines they had hitherto 
been taught, feem'd to have a kind of a 
trembling Fear with their Doubts, left 
they ftiould be led into By-paths, to their 
eternal undoing: And they feem'd with 
much Concern and Engagednefs of Mind, 
to enquire what was indeed the Way in j* 
which they muft come to be accepted 
with God. There were then fome things r 
faid publickly on that Occafion,. concerning 
Justification by Faith alone. 

Altho' great Fault was found with med- 
dling with the Gontroverjy in the Pulpit,, 
by fuch a Perfon, and at that time,, and 
tho' it was ridihiled by many elfewhere ; 
yet it proved a Word fpoken in feafon 
here ; and was mod evidently attended 
with a very remarkable Blefjing of Hea- 
ven to the Souls of the People in this 
Town. They received thence a general 
fatisfaftion with refpeft to the main thing 
in queftion,. which they had been intrem- 
bling doubts and concern about ; and their 
Minds were engagfd the more earneftly to 
feek that they might come to be accepted of 
God, and faved in the Way of the Gofpel, 
which had been made evident to them to 
be the true and only. Way. And then 
it was, in the latter part of December, that 
the Spirit of God began extraordinarily to fet 
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in, and wonderfully to work amongft us ; 
and there were, very fuddenly, one after 
another, five or fix Perfons, who were 
to all appearance fhvingly converted, and 
fome of them wrought upon in a very re- 
markable manner. 

Particularly, I was furprized with the 
relation of a young Woman r who had been- 
one of the greateft Company-Keepers in 
the whole Town : When Ihe came to me,. 
I had never heard that Hie was become in 
any wife ferious, but by the Conversion 
I then had with her, it appeared to mc, that 
what Ihe gave an account of, was a glori- 
ous Work of God's infinite Power and fo- 
vcfeign Grace and that God had given 
Her anew Hfcart, truly broken and fandi- 
fted, I could not then doubt of it, and 
have feen much in my Acquaintance with- 
her fince to confirm it., 

Tho a; the Work was glorious yet I was; 
filled with concern about the Effeff it 
ht have upon others : I was ready to 
conclude (tho' too rafhly) that fome would 
be hardened by it,, in carelcflhefs and loofe- 
nefs of Life y and would take occafion 
from it to open their Mouths, in Reproaches 
of Religion. But the Event was the Re~ 
verfe, to a wonderful degree-, God made 
it,. I fuppofc, t\\t great ejl occafion of awa- 
kening to others, of any thing that ever 
came to pals in the Town. I have had 
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abundant Opportunity to know the Ef- 
fect it had, by my private Converfation 
with many. The news of it feemed to be 
almoft like a flafh of Lightning, upon the 
Hearts of young People, all over the Town, 
and upon many others. Thofe Perfons a- 
mongftus, who ufed to be far theft from feri- 
oufnefs, and that I moft feared would make 
an ill Improvement of ir, feemed greatly 
to be awakened with it ; many went to 
talk with her, concerning what Ihe had 
met with; and what appeared in her 
feemed to be to the Satisfaction of all 
that did fo. 

Prefently upon this, a great and earneft 
Concern about the great things of Religi- 
on, and the eternal World, became 
univerfal in all parts of the Town, and 
among Perfons of all Degrees, and all A- 
gesj the Noife amongft the Dry Bones 
waxed louder and louder : All other talk 
but about fpiritual and eternal - things, 
was foon thrown by ; all the Converfa- 
tion in all Companies, and upon all occa- 
fiofcs, was upon thefe things only, un- 
lefs fo much as was neceffary for People, 
carrying on their ordinary fecular Bufinefs. 
Other Difcourfethan of the things of Reli- 
gion, would fcarcely be tolerated in any 
Company. The Minds of People were 
wonderfully taken off from the World, it | 
was treated amongft us as a thing of very 

little 
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httle Confequence : They feem'd to follow 
their worldly Bufinefs, more as a part ot 
their Duty, than from any Dilpofition they 
had to it ; the femptationnow feemed to lie 
on that hand, to negUB worldly Affairs 
too much, and to fpend too much Time 
in the immediate Exercife of Religion : 
Which Thing was exceedingly mifrepre- 
fented by Reports that were ipread in di - 
tant Parts of the Land, as tho' the People 
here had wholly thrown by all world y 
Bufinefs, and betook themfelves entirely 
to Reading, and Praying, and fuch like 
religious Exercifes. 

But altho' People did not ordinarily 
negleft their worldly Bufinefs s yet there 
then was the Reverfeof what, commonly is: 
Religion was with all forts the great Con- 
cern, and the World was a thing only by the 
Bye. The only Thing in their view was to 
get the Kingdom of Heaven, and every one 
appeared preffing into it : The Engagednefs 
df their Hearts in this great Concern cou'd 
not be hid, it appear'd in their very Coun- 
tenances. It then was a dreadful Thing a- 
mongft us to lie out of Chrift, in danger 
every day of dropping into Hell ; and 
wha Perfons minds were intent upon was 
to efcapefor their Lives, and to fly from the 
Wrath to come. All would eagerly lay hold 
of opportunities for their Souls ; and were 
•wont very often to meet together in pri- 
4 vate 
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vate Houfes, for religious Purpofes T And 
fuch Meetings when appointed were wont 
greatly to be thronged. 

There was fcarcely a Tingle Perfon in the 
Town, either old or young, that was left 
unconcerned about the creat Things If the 
eternal World. Thole that were wont to 
be the vaineft,and loofeu%and thofe that had 
been moft difpofed to think, and fpeak. 
flightly of vital and' experimental Religi- 
on, were now generally fubjecT: to .creat 
awakenings. And the Work of Conver- 
, Ron was carried on in a moll: ajioniflmg 
. manner^ and: increafed more and more ; 
Souls did as it were come by Flocks to 
Jefus Chrift. From Day to Day, for ma- 
ny Months together, might be feen evi- 
dent Inftances of Sinners brought out if 
Barknefs into marvellous. Light, and deli- 
vered out of an horrible Pit, and from the 
miry Clay, and fet upon a Rock with a new 
Song ofPraife to God in their, mouths. 

This Work of God, as it was carried on,, 
and the Number of true Saints multiplied;. 
; loon made a glorious Alteration in the 
Town ; fo that in the Spring and Summer 
; following Amoi 735 , the Town feemed 
i to be full of thcPrcfenoeofGod: It ne- 
ver was fo full of Love, ncr fo full of 
.' Joy ; and yet fo full of Diftrcfs, as it was 
then. There were remarkable Tokens of 
God's lrefence in almolt every Houfe. 

It 
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It was a time of Joy in Families on the 
account of Salvation's being-brought Unto, 
diem ; Parents rejoicing over their Chil- 
dren as new born, and Husbands over then- 
Wives, and Wives over their Hulbahds. 
The goings of God were then feen in his 
Saniuary, God's Bay ^adehght, and 
his Tabernacles were amiable. WW pub- 
lick AffemMks were then beautiful •,• the 
Congregation was alive in God's Service, 
every one eartieftly intent on the Publick 
Worlhip, every Hearer .eager to drink in. 
ti e Words of the Minijier as they came 
from his Mouth v the Auembly in gene- 
ral were, from time to time, in Tears 
while the Word was preached ; Jotne weep- 
in" with Sorrow and Diftrefs, others with, 
Toy and Love, others with Pity and Con- 
cern for the Souls of their Neighbours. 

Our publick Praifes were then greatly 
enliven'd •, God was then fefVed in our 
Pfalmody, in fome meafure, in the Beauty 
J Holinefs. It has been obfervable, that 
there has been fcarce any part of Divine 
Worlhip, wherein good Men amotigft us 
have had Grace fo drawn forth, and their 
Hearts )o lifted up in the Ways of God, 
as in finging his Praifes: Our Congrega^ 
tion excell'd all that ever I knew tott*** 
ternal Part of the Duty before, the Men 
generally carrying regularly, and well, 
' -ee Parts of and the Women a 

■ Part 



*6 A^x^vtoflatefurprizim 

evil I themfdveS : But now they w ere 
evidently wont to fmg with unufual Vh 
Wton of Heart and Voice which /If 
Ac Duty pleafant indeed. ^ 
In all Companies, on c/^ r Davs on 
whatever 0^>«, Perfons met toS'the " 

<tL,? C ^>« of a Soul, the 

occafions of Mirth and Jollity theTe 2 

any, but Spiritual Mirth. Ppearance of 
Thofe amongft us that had been /* m «. 

J Much more than others, according o Z 

Hr ri • dlaboured u "der Z)#«/i a _ 
! Nut their own State, had now their 
Poubn removed by more latisfying Ext 

«Si£ m0re dCar d/c °" 

v When 
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When this Work of God firR appeared, 
and was fo extraordinarily carried on a- 
mong ft « in the Winter, 
bout us,feemed not to know «* </ .to make 
of it •, and there were many that fcoffedat 
and ridiculed if, and fome compared what 
we called Converfion, to certain Dtftempers. 
But it was very obfervable of many, that oc- 
cafionally came amongft us from abroad, 
with difregardful Hearts, that what they 
fal here cured them of fix* a Temper of 
Mind : Strangers were generally furpnzed 
to find Things fo much beyond what they 
had heard, and were .wont to t 1 other, 
that the State of the Town could not be 
conceiv'd of by thofe that had not ^ 
The Notice that was taken of it by the 
People that came to Town on occafion ol 
the Court, that fat here f/he beginning 
of March, was very obfervable. And 
thofe that came from the Neighbourhood 
to our publick Leilures, were for the 
Soft part remarkably affefted Many 
that came to Town, on one occafion or 0- 
ther, had their Confciences (mitten, and 
awaken'd, and went home with wounded 
Hearts, and with thofe Impreffions that 
never wore off till they had hopefully a 
faving Iffue } and thofe that before had 
ferious Thoughts, had their Awakenings 
and Convidions greatly increafed. And 
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there were many Inftances of p crf , 
came from abroad, on Vifits, or on Buf 

aJ , Appearance they were r a vin»i w 
wrought upon,, and partodc of ru Shol i- 

v S £ e ^onth of Af^ p , . 
beg a n to be feized w 

«e work of God has been very wonder- 

m r h ' ifanythin g' ■ 

oigneis or the Place. About the Amp 
Time, it began to break forth in the WM? 
part of Smii, (where it has a ft t e 7v e 
3 feat,) and it foon fpread into 

?W C Tt nCXt Wd at MS. 

land ^ foon 0;er r prea / the T »gj 

wards fill',-1 A -r^ i~ ,t!ld after- 
wards n!J a the Town, and there has h» n 

* glorious Work there: It bKIi&T 
bemaniM, in the South ^Sl^I 

* a place calied the ///// an d aferdS' 

Sk»j in the f ec0 nd Week in 
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lw J . as it were at. 

once, with Concert ab ^ ^ 

Religion •, and he W » fo a very 
r «ftfere. There bas ban - 
general Awakening at ^ f ^ was for 

a time a pretty f"^^ loofe P«- 
fome that before bad ^ £ . 
fons. About the fame tunc ^ rf 

pear'd at Enfield, the K^thwc had been- 
informed me, that tn ^ 
a great Alteration there, an than {n 
had been done u « e of this 

/««rw« before. Somedung 

J^r/fc and E^m dml _ 
And in H^oW^^t/Godon. 

Souls, as. at another ^ ^ 

ten thought wor hy ot a 
For a^f "me there ^ uke . 

great and g^ ra LS°? And wherever 
nature, at tfrdgg; A J a not t o 
this Concern apP^* * Qod 

be * "f' M \ B Seffin^ih B him, and- 
brought favwg /' ei ™<? Kis (as we 

|ft Word attend with h« £ ^ 

Ivave all reafon to *m 
in all Parts .ot the County,,"- ^ 
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^txfvr* heardof and 

wakeninor S ' r a great means of a- 
waken.ng them ; f 0 car heari f f 

fwift and extraordinary Propazin 
and Extent of this Work did doXkX 
* ttmefe m to uphold the Work amtgft 
"S'k of P ? n - timial News ke P [ fhe 

P&nooKm the fame Mercy: As for in 
fence, the firft Parijlo in Jvinfor und ~ 

^!i aft0raI Qre of the & Mr 
was ^ s bleft about the ' Ame 

had „ Kno k d ge of each other's Circum- 
nances ihere has been a very a^r Tn 
gathenngofSou^s to Cbrift 
™d fornethmg conHderabJe of £ S 
Work began afterwards, in Eajl'mldl 
f ? //m ^ been a pjace f ^ o ^ d ^ 

Mercies 
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Mercies of this nature, above any on this 
weftern fide of New-England, excepting 
Northampton •, there having been four, or 
five Seafons of the pouring out of the Spirit 
to the general awakening of the People 
there, fmce my Father's Settlement amongft 
them. 

There was a ! fo the laft Spring and Sum- 
mer a wonderful Work of God carried on at 
Coventry, under the Miniftry of the Rev d . 
Mr. Meacham : I had opportunity to con- 
verfe with fome of Coventry People, who 
gave me a very remarkable Account of 
the iurprizing Change that appear'd in the 
mod rude and vicious Perfons there. The 
like was alfo very great at the fame time 
in a Part of Lebanon, called the Crank, 
where the Rev d . Mr. Wbeelock, a young/ 
Gentleman is lately fettled : And there has 
been much of the fame at Durham, under 
the Miniftry of the Rev d . Mr. Chauncey ; 
and to appearance no imall Ingathering of 
Souls there. And likewife amongft many 
of the young People in the firft rrecinft in 
Stratford, under the Miniftry of the Rev d . 
Mr. Gould-, where the Work was much 
promoted by the remarkable Converfion 
of a young Woman that had been a great 
Company-Keeper, as it was here. 

Something of this Work appeared ?n fe- 
veral other Towns in thofe Parts, as I was 
informed when I was .there, the laft Fall, 

And 
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And we have fince been acquainted with 
fomething very remarkable of 'this nature Rj 
.at another Parifh in Stratford ci\\\\ Ripton* { 
under the paftoral Care of the Rev d , Mr. 
Mills. And there was a confiderable Re- 
vival of Religion laft Summer at New- 
Haven old Town, as I was once and again 
informed by the Rev*. Mr. Noyes the Mi- 
nifter there, and by others : And by a 
Letter which 1 very lately receivM from 
Mr .Noyes, and alfo by Information we * 
■have had otherwife. This flourifliing of Re- a 
ligion ft ill continues, and has lately much 
increafed': Mr. Noyes writes, that many this \ 
•Summer, have ken added to the Church* and % 
particularly mentions feveral young Per- 
£ fons that belong to the principal Families 1 
Kjf that Town. 

There lias been a degree of the fame I 
Work at a Part of Guilford * and very , J 
confiderable at Mansfield, under the Mini- f 
ftry of the Rev d . Mr. Eleazar Williams* 3 
and an unufual religious Concern at SfW- fj 
land, and fomething of it at Hebron, and \- 
Bolton. There was alfo no fmall Effufion 1| 
of the Spirit of God in the North Parifh in 
Prefton, in the eaftern Part of Connecticut* 
which I was informed of, and faw fome- 
thing of it, when I was the laft Autumn N 
at the Houfe, and in the Congregation 
of the Rev 4 . Mr. Lord, the Minifter there; C 
whoj Snth the Rev d . Mr. Owen of Groton* « 

came 
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came up hither in May* the laft Year, on 
purpofe to fee the Work of God here -; 
and having heard various and contradicto- 
ry Accounts of it, were careful when they 
*were here to inform, and iatisfy them- 
felves ; and to that end particularly con- 
verfed with many of our People ; which 
they declared to be entirely to their Satis- 
faction *, and that the one half had not been 
told them., nor could be told them. Mr. Lord 
told me that, when he got home, he in- 
formed his Congregation of what he had 
feen, and that they were greatly affected 
with it, and that it proved the beginning 
of ihe fame Work amongft them, which 
^prevailed till there was a general Awaken- 
ing, and many Inftances of Perfons, who 
feemcd to be remarkably converted. I 
.alio have lately heard that there has been 
Something of the fame Work at Woodbury. 

But this Shower of divine Blefling has 
"been yet more extenjive: There was no 
fmall Degree of it in fome parts of the 
Jerfeys ; as I was informed when I was at 
New-Fork, (in a long journey I took at 
that time of the Year for my Health,) 
■by fome People of the Jerfeys* whom I 
law : Efpecially the Rev". Mr. William 
Tennent, a Minifter, who feemed to have 
fuch Things much at heart, told me of 
a very great awakening of many in a 
Place called the Mountains* under the Mi- 

niftry 
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niftry of one Mr. Crofs ; and of a very con- 
fiderable Revival of Religion in another 
Place under the Miniftry of his Brother 
the Rev d . Mr. Gilbert ferment; and alfo 
at another Place, under the Miniftry of a 
very pious young Gentleman, a Dutch 
Minjfter* whofe Name as I remember was 
Freelinghoufa. 

This feems to have been a very extra- 
ordinary Difpenfotion of Providence : God 
has in many Refpe&s gone out of, and 
much beyond his uiual, and ordinary Way. 
The Work in this Town, and fome others 
about us, has been extraordinary on ac- 
count of the Unkerfality of it, affefting 
all forts, fober and vicious, high and low, 
rich and poor, wife and'unwifefj it reach'd 
the moll confiderable Families and Perfons, 
to all appearance, as much as others. In 
former ftirrings of this nature, the Bulk 
of the young People have been greatly af- 
fefted but old Men, and little Children 
have been fb now. Many of the laft have, 
of their own accord, formed themfelves 
into religious Societies, in different Parts of 
the Town : A loofe carelefs Perfon could 
fcarcely find a Companion in the whole 
Neighbourhood and if there was any one 
that feemed to remain fenfelefs or uncon- 
cerned, it would be fpoken of as zjlrange 
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This Dii'penfation has alfo appeared ve- 
ry extraordinary in the Numbers of thofe, 
on whom we have reaibn to hope it has 
had a faving EfFeft : We have about fix 
hundred and twenty Communicants, which 
include almoft all our adult Perfons. The 
Church was very large before ; but Per- 
fons never thronged into it, as they did in 
the late extraordinary Time:— Our Sa- 
craments are eight Weeks afunder, and I 
receivM into our Communion about an 
hundred before one Sacrament, and four- 
[core of them at one time, whofe Appear- 
ance, when they prefented themfelves toge- 
ther to make an open explicit Profejfion of 
Chriftianity, was very affecting to the 
Congregation:— I took in near fixty before 
the next Sacra meat- Day : And I had very 
*:«fufl?cient' Evidence of the Converfion of 
their Souls, thro' divine Grace, tho' it is 
not the Cuftom here, as it is in many other 
Churches in this Country, to make a credi-. 
% ble Relation of their inward Experiences 
the ground of Admifiion to the Lord's 
Supper. 

I am far from pretending to be able to 
determine how many have lately been the 
Subjefts of fuch Mercy ; but if I may be 
• allowed to declare any thing that appears 
to me probable in a thing of this nature, 
I hope that more than 300 Souls were 
favingly brought home to Chrift, in this 
C Town, 
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Town, in the fpace of half a Year, (how 
many more I don't guefs) and about 
the fame Number of Males as Females ; 
which, by what I have heard Mr. Stoddard 
fay, was far from what has been ufual in 
Years paft, for he obferved that in his 
Time, many more Women were convert- 
ed than Men. Thofe of our young Peo- 
ple, that are on other accounts moft like- 
ly and confiderable, are moftly, as I 
hope, truly Pious, and leaning Perfons in 
the Ways of Religion. Thofe that were 
formerly loo'er young Perfon% are gene- 
rally, to all Appearance, become true tl 
Lovers of God and Chrift, and fpiritual 
in their Difpofitions. And I hope that 
by far the greater part of Perfons in this 
Town, a,bove 16 years of Age, are fuch 
as have the faving knov/ledge of Jefus 
Chrift | and fo by what I heard I fuppoie 
it is in jbme other Places, particularly at 
Sunderland and South-Hadley . 

This has alfo appeared to be a very ex- 
traordinary Difpenfation, in that the Spi- 
rit of God has fo much extended not only 
his awakenings but regenerating Influen- ^ 
ces, both to elderly Perfons, and alio 
thofe that are very young. It has been a 
thing heretofore rarely to be heard of, 
that any were converted paft middle Age ; 
but now we have the fame Ground ^ to jfE 
thinly that man) jui,h have in this time » 

been 
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been favingly changed, as that others have 
been fo in more early Years. I fuppofe 
there were upwards of fifty Perfons in 
this Town above 40 years of Age ; and 
more than twenty of them above 50, and 
about ten of them above 60, and two of 
them above 70 years of Age. 

It has heretofore been looked on as a 
ftrange Thing, when any have feem'd to 
be lavingly wrought upon, and remark- 
ably changed in their Childhood ; but now, 
I fuppofe, near thirty were to Appearance 
fo wrought upon between 10 and 14 years 
of Age, and two between g and 10, and 
one of about 4 years of Age ; and becaufe 
I fuppoie this laft will be moft difficultly 
believed, I will hereafter give a particu- 
lar "Account of it. The Influences of God's 
Spirit have alfo been very remarkable on 
Children in fome other Places, particu- 
larly at Sunderland and South-Hadley, and 
the Weft part of Suftteld. There are feve- 
ral Families in this Town that are all 
hopefully pious ; yea, there are feveral 
numerous Families, in which, I think, 
we have reafon to hope that all the Chil- 
dren are truly godly, and moft of them 
lately become fo : And there are very few 
Houfes in the whole Town, into which 
Salvation has not lately come, in one or 
more Inftances, There are feveral Ne- 
groes, that from what was feen in them 
C 2 then, 
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then, and what is difcernable in them fince, 
appear to have been truly born again in 
the late remarkable Seaibn. 

God has alfo feemed to have gone out 
of his ufual way, in the Quicknefs of his 
Work, and the fwift Progrefs his Spirit 
has made in his' Operations on the Hearts 
of many : Tis wonderful that Peribns 
Ihould be fo fuddenly, and yet ib greatly 
changed: Many have been taken from 
a loofe and carelefs way of Living, and 
feized with ftrong Convi&ions of their 
Guilt and Mifcry, and in a very little 
time old Things have paffed away, and 
all Things have become new with them. 

God's Work has alfo appeared very 
extraordinary, in the Degrees of the In- 
fluences of his Spirit, both in the Degree 
of Awakening and Conviction, and alfo 
in the Degree of faving Light, and Love, 
and Joy, that many have experienced. 
It has alio been very extraordinary in the 
Extent of it, and its being fo fwiftly propa- 
gated from Town to Town. In Former 
Times of the pouring out of the Spirit 
of God on this Town, tho' in fome of 
them it was very remarkable, yet it 
reached no further than this Town, the 
neighbouring Towns all around continued 
unmoved. 

The Work of God's Spirit feemed to 
- be at its greateft Height in this Town, 

&yfa:i.'i in 
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in the former part of the Spring, in March 
md April-, at which time God's Work 
in the Converfion of Souls was carried on 
amongft us in lb wonderf.il a manner, that 
fo far as I, by looking back, can judge 
from the particular Acquaintance I have 
had with Souls in this Work, it appears 
to me probable, to have been at the Rate, 
at leaft, of four perfons in a Day, or near 
thirty in a Week, take one with another, 
for five or fix Weeks together: When 
God in fo remarkable a manner took the 
Work into his own Hands, there was as 
much done in a Day or two, as at ordina- 
ry Times, with all Endeavours th.it Men 
can ufe, and with fuch a Blefiing as we 
commonly have, is done in a Year. 

I am very fenfible how apt many 
would be, if they Ihould fee the Account 
I have here given, prefently to think with 
themlelves that I am very fond of making 
a great many Converts, and of magnifying 
and aggrandizing the matter-, and to think 
that, for want of Judgment, I take every 
religious Pang, and enthufuftick Conceit, 
for laving Converfion ; and I don't much 
wonder if they fhouki be apt to think 
fo: and for this reafon I have forborn 
topublifh an Account of this great Work 
of God, tho' I have often been put upon 
it *, but having now as I thought a fpecial 
Call to give an account of it, upon ma- 
C 3 ture 
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ture Confideration I thought it might not 
be befide my Duty to declare this amazing 
Work, as it appear'd to me, to be indeed 
Divine, and to conceal no part of the 
Glory of it, leaving it with God to take 
care of the Credit of his own Work, and 
running the venture of any cenforious 
♦Thoughts, which might be entertain'd of 
me to my difadvantage : But that diftant 
Perfons may be under as great Advantage 
as may be, to judge for themfelves of this 
Matter, I would be a little more large, 
and particular. 

I therefore proceed to give an Account 
of the manner of Perfons being wrought 
upon* and here there is a vaft Varie- 
fjk perhaps as manifold as the Sub- 
jects of the Operation but yet in many 
Things there is a gnat Analogy in 
all. 

Perfons are firft awaken'd with a Senfe 
t>f their miferable Condition by Nature, 
the Danger they are in of perifhing eter- 
nally, and that it is of great Importance 
to them that they fpeedily efcape, and 
get into a better State. Thofe that before 
were fecure and fenfelefs, are made fenfible 
how much they were in the way to ruin 
in their former Courfes. Some are more 
fuddenly feized with Convictions ; it may 
be, by the News of others Converfion, 
or fomething they hear in publick, or in 

private 
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private Conference, their Consciences are. 
fu ' denly fmitten, as if their Hearts were 
p c ced through with a Dart : Others have 
Awakenings that come upon them more 
gradually, they begin at firft to be fome- 
thing more thoughtful and confideratc, 
fo as to come to a Conclufion in their 
Minds, that 'tis their beft and wifeft waf 
to delay no longer, but to improve the 
prefent Opportunity ; and have according- 
ly et themfelves ferioufly to meditate on 
thefe Things that have the moft awaken- 
ing Tendency, on purpofe to obtain Con- 
viftions ; and fo their Awakenings have 
increafed, till a Senfe of their Mifery, by 
God's Spirit letting in therewith, has had 
faft hold of them. Other: that, before 
this wonderful time, had been fomething 
religious and concernM f6r their Salvation, 
have been awaken'd in a new manner, 
and made fenfible that their Hack and 
dull way of feeking was never like to at- 
tain their Purpofe, and ib have been rouf- 
ed up to a greater Violence for the Ki: 
dom of Heaveir. 

Thefe Awakenings when they have 
firft feized on Perfons have had two Ef- 
fects : One was, that they have brought 
them immediately to quit their finfol 
Practices, and the loofer fort have been 
brought to forfake and dread -their former 
Vices and Extravagancies. When once 
C 4 the 
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the Spirit of God began to be fo wonder- 
fully poured out in a general way thro* 
the Town, People had foon done with ' 
their old Quarrels, Backbitings, and in- 
termeddling with other Men's Matters ; 
the Tavern was foon left empty, and 
Perfons kept very much at home none r 
went abroad unlefs on neceffary Bufinefs, 
or on fome religious Account, and every 
Day feemed in many refpects like a Sab- 
bath-Day. And the other Effect was, 
that it put them on earneft Application 
to the means of Salvation, Reading, Pray- j 
er, Meditation, the Ordinances of God's 
Houfe, and private Conference; their Cry 
was What Jhall we do to be faved? The place I 
of Refort was now altered, it was no longer 
the Tavern, but the Minifter's Houfe ; 
that was thronged far more than ever 
the Tavern had been wont to be. 

There is a very great variety, as to the 
Degree of Fear and Trouble that Perfons 
are exercifed with, before they obtain any 
comfortable Evidences of Pardon and Ac- 
ceptance with God: fome are from the 
beginning carried on with abundantly more 
Encouragement and Hope than others : 
fome have had ten times lefs trouble of Mind 
than others, in whom yet the Ifliie feems 
to be the fame. Some have had fuch a Senfe 
of the Difpleafure of God, and the great 

DangJ*; 
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Danger they were in of Damnation, that 
they could not deep at Nights ; and many 
have faid that when they have laid down, 
the Thoughts of fleeping in fuch a Con- 
dition have been frightful to them, and 
they have fcarcely been free from Ter- 
rour while they have been afleep, and 
they have awaked with Fear, Heaviness, 
and Diftrefs ftill abiding on their Spirits. 
It has been very common, that the deep 
and fixed Concern that has been on Per- 
fons Minds, has had a painful Influence on 
their Bodies, and given Difturbance to 
animal Nature. 

The awful Apprehenfions Perfons have 
had of their Mifery, have for the mod 
part been increafing, the nearer they have 
approached to Deliverance tho' they of- 
ten pafs through many Changes, and Al- 
terations in the Frame, and Circumftances 
of their Minds: Sometimes they think 
themfelves wholly fenfelefs, and fear that 
the Spirit of God has left them, and that 
they are given up to judicial Hardnefs; yet 
they appear very deeply exercifed about 
that Fear, and are in great earneft to ob- 
tain Convictions again. 

Together with thofe Fears, and that 
Exercife of Mind which is rational, and 
which they have juft ground for, they 
have often fufFer*d many needlefs Dif- 
•trcflls of Thought, in which Satan pro- 
* C 5 bably- 
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bably has a greax hand, to entangle them, 
and block up their way \ and fometimes 
the Diftemper of Melancholy has been evi- 
dently mixed ; of which when it happens 
the Tempter feems to make great advan- 
tage, and puts an unhappy Bar in the 
way of any good Effeft: One knows not 
how to deal with fuch Perfons, they turn 
every Thing that is faid to them the 
wrong way, and mofl to their own Dis- 
advantage : And there is nothing that the 
Devil feems to make fo great a handle of, 
as a melancholy Humour, unlefs it be 
the real Corruption of the Heart, 

But it has been very remarkable, that 
there has been far lefs of this Mixture in 
this time of extraordinary Blefling, than 
there was wont to be in Perfons under 
awakenings at other Times \ for it is 1 evi- 
dent that many that before had been ex- 
ceedingly involved in fuch Difficulties, 
feem'd now ftrangely to be fet at liberty : 
Some Perfons that had before, for a long 
time, been exceedingly entangled with pe- 
culiar Temptations, of one fort or other, 
and unprofitable and hurtful DiftreiTes, 
were foon helped over former Stumbling- 
Blocks, that hindered -any Progrefs to- 
wards laving Good ; and Convictions Lave 
wrought more kindly, and they have 
been fuccefsfully carried on in the way to 
Life. And thus Satan feemed to be re- 

ftrain'd, 
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ftrain'd, till towards the latter end of this 
wonderful Time, when God's Spirit was 
about to withdraw. 

Many times Perfons under great A- 
wakenings were concerned, becaufe they 
thought they were not awaken'd, but re- 
ferable, hard-hearted, fenfelefs, fottifli 
Creatures ftill, andfleeping upon the brink 
of Hell : The fenfe of the Need they have 
to be awaken'd, and of their compara- 
tive Hardnefs, grows upon them with 
their Awakenings \ fo that they feem to 
themielves to be very fenfelefs, when indeed 
moft fenftblc. There have been feme In- ' 
ftances of Perfons that have had as great a 
Senfe of their Danger and Mifery, *s their 
Natures could well fubfift under, fo that 
a little more would probably havedeftroy- 
ed them 5 and yet they have expreft them- 
felves much amazed at their own Infenfi- 
bility and Sottifhnefs, in fuch an extraor- 
dinary Time as it then was. 

Perfons are fometimes brought to the 
Borders of Defpair, and it looks as black 
as Midnight to them a little before the 
Day dawns in their Souls ; feme few In- 
ftances there have been of Perfons, who 
have had fuch a Senfe of God's Wrath for 
Sin, that they have been overborn, and 
made to cry out under an aftonifhing Senfe 
of their Guilt, wondering that God fufters 
fuch guilty Wretches to live upon Earth, 
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and that he doth not immediately fend 
1 them to Hell ; and fometimes their Guilt 
does fo glare them in the Face, that they 
are in exceeding Terrour for fear that God 
will inftantly do it ^ but more commonly 
the Diftrefies under legal Awakenings 
have not been to fuch a Degree. In fome 
thefe Terrours don't feem to be fo fharp, 
when near Comfort, as before - 9 their Con- 1 
victions have not feem'd to work fo much 
that way, but they feem to be led further 
down into their own Hearts, to a further 
Senfe of their own univerfd Depravity, j 
and Deadnefs in Sin. j 

Tte Corruption of the Heart has dif- 
coverd it felf in various Exercifes, in the \ 
time of legal Convictions ; fometimes it 
appears in a great Struggle, like fome- 
thing roufed by an Enemy, and Sntan the 
old Inhabitant feems to exert himfelf, like 1 
a Serpent difturbed and enraged. Many £ 
in fuch Circumftances, have felt a great k 
Spirit of Envy, towards the Godly, ef- 
pecially towards thofe that are thought 
to have been lately converted, and moft 
of all towards Acquaintance and Compa- 
nions, when they are thought to be convert- 1 • 
<d : Indeed, fome have felt many Heart- 
rifingsagainft God, and murmurings at his 
ways of dealing with Mankind, and his 
Dealings wkh themfelves in particular 1 ., r 
It has been much infifted on, both in 

ty.ihlirk. 
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publick and private, that Perfons Ihould 
have the utmoft dread of fuch envious 
Thoughts, which if allowed tend exceed^ 
ingly^to quench the Spirit of God, if 
not to provoke him finally to forfake 
them. And when fuch a Spirit has much 
prevailed, and Perfons have not fo ear- 
neftly ftrove againft it as they ought 
to have done, it has feenVd to be ex- 
ceedingly to the hindrance of the Good 
of their Souls : but in fome other In- 
ftances, where Perfons have been much 
terrified at the Sight of fuch Wickednels 
in their Hearts, God has brought Good 
to them out of Evil ; and made it a Means 
of convincing them of their own defpe- 
rate Sinfulnefs, and bringing them oft 
from all Self-confidence. 

The drift of the Spirit of God in his 
legal drivings with Perfons, has feenVd 
moft evidently to be, to make way for, and 
to bring to, a Conviction of their ab- 
solute Dependance on his fovereign Power 
and Grace, and uhiverfal Neceffity of a 
Mediator, by leading them more and 
more to a Senfe of : their exceeding Wic- 
kednefs and Guiltinefs in his fight the 
Pollution, and Inefficiency of their own 
Righteoufnefs, that they can in no wile 
help themfelves, and that God would be 
wholly juft and righteous in renting 
t!-m, and all that they do, and in cift- 

■E£ A iri § 
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ing them off for ever : Tho' there be x 
vaft variety, as to the manner, and ci- 
ftin&nefs of Perfor.s Convidtions of thefe 
things. 

As they are gradually more and more 
convinced of the Corruption and Wic- 
kednefs of their Hearts, they feem to 
themfelves to grow worfe and worfe, 
harder and blinder, and more defperately 
wicked, inftead of growing better : they 
are ready to be difcouraged by it, and 
oftentimes never think themfelves to far 
off from Good, as when they are near eft. 
Under the fenfe which the Spirit of God 
gives them of their Sinfulrief; , they often 
think that they differ from all others 
their Hearts are ready to fink with the 
thought, that they are the word of all, 
and that none ever obtained Mercy that 
were fo wicked as they. 

When Awakenings firfi begin, their Con- 
fciences are commonly moft exercifed a- 
bout their outward vicious Courfe, or 
other Afts of Sin ; but afterwards, are 
much more burdened with a fenfe of 
Heart-fins, the dreadful Corruption of their 
Nature, their Enmity againft God, the 
Pride of their Hearts, their Unbelief, 
their Rejedion of Chrift, the Stubborn- 
nefs and Obftinacy of their Wills ; and 
the like. In many, God makes much ufe 
of their own Experience, in the courfe of 

their 
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their Awakenings and Endeavours after fa- 
ying Good, to convince them of their 
own vile Emptinels and univerfal Depra- 
vity. 

Very often under firft Awakenings, vyhen 
they are brought to refleft on the Sin of 
their paft Lives, and have fomething of 
a terrifying fenfe of God's Anger, they 
fet themfelves to walk more ftri&ly, and 
confefs their Sins, and perform many re- 
ligious Dutys, with a fecret Hope of ap- 
pc-afing God's Anger and making up for 
the Sins they have committed: and of- 
tentimes, at firft fetting out, their Af- 
feftions are moved, and they are full of 
Tears, in their Confeflions and Prayers, 
which they are ready to make very much 
of, as tho' they werefome Attonement, and 
had Power to move correfpondent Af- 
fe&ions in God too : and hence they are 
for a while big with Expe&ation of 
what God will do for them j and con- 
ceive that they grow better apace, and 
lhall foon be thoroughly converted. But 
thefe Affeftions are but fhort-lived, they 
quickly find that they fail, and then they 
think themfelves to be grown worfe a- 
gain they don't find fuch a Profpeft of 
being foon converted, as they thought : 
inftead of being nearer, they feem to 
be farther off \ their Hearts they think 
are grown harder, and by this means 

their 
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their fears of perilling greatly increafe. 
But tho' they are difappointed, they re- 
new their Attempts again and again ; 
and ftill as their Attempts are multiplied, 
fo are their Difappointments ; all fails, 
they fee no token of having inclin'd 
God's Heart to them, they don't fee that 
he hears their Prayers at all, as they 
expected he would ; and fometimes there 
have been great Temptations arifing hence 
to leave off feeking, and to yield up 
the Cafe. But as they are ftill ' more 
terrify'd with Fears of periling, and 
their former Hopes of prevailing on God 
to be merciful to them in a great mea- 
fure fail ; fometimes their re! ; gious Af- 
fedtions have turn'd into Heart-rifings 
againft God, becaufe that* he won't pity 
them, and feems to have little regard to their 
Dilrefs, and piteous Cries, and to all 
the Pains that they take : They think 
of the Mercy that God has ihown to o- 
thers, how foon, and how eafiJy others 
have obtained Comfort, and thofe too 
that were worfe than they, and have not 
labour'd fo much as they have done, and 
fometimes they have had even dreadful 
bldfphemons Thoughts, in thefe Circum- 
ftances. 

But when they refieft on thefe wicked 
Workings of Heart againft God, if theft 
Conviftions are continued, and the Syp 



Conner fans in New-England. 4 1 

rit of God is not provoked utterly to 
forfake them, they have more diftreffing 
Apprehenfions of the Anger of God to- 
wards thofe, whole Hearts work after 
fuch a finful manner about him \ and it may 
be have great Fears that they have commit- 
ted the unpardonable Sin, or that God 
will furely never fliew Mercy to diem 
that are fuch Vipers ; and are often temp- 
ted to leave off in deipair. But then per- 
haps by fomething they read or hear of the 
infinite Mercy of God, and All-fufficiency 
of Chrifi for the chief of Sinners they 
have fome Encouragement and Hope re- 
newed ; but think that as yet they are 
not fit to come to Chrifi \ they are fo wic- 
ked that Chrifi will never accept of them: 
and then it may be they fetthemfelvesupon 
a new Courfe of fruitlefs Endeavours in 
their own Strength to make themfelves 
better, and ftill meet with new Difap- 
pointments : They are earneft to enquire 
what they fhall do ? They don't know 
but there is fomething elfe to be done, 
in order to their obtaining converting 
Grace, that they have never done yet. 
It may be they hope that they are fome- 
thing better than they were but then 
the pleafing Dream all vanifhes again. It 
they are told, that they trull too much 
to their own Strengdi and Righteoufnefs, 
they cannot unlearn this Pra&ice all at 

once. 
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once, and find not yet the appearance 
of any Good, but al! looks as dark as 
Midnight to them. Thus they wander 
about from Mountain to Hill, feeking 
reft, and finding none: when they are 
beat out of one Refuge they fly to ano~ 
tber^ till they are as it were debihivted, bro- 
ken, and fubdued with legal Hi blings j 
in which God gives them a C mvi&ion 
of their own utter Heipleffnefs and In- 
efficiency, and difcovers the true Reme- 
dy in a clearer knowledge of Chrijl and 
his Gofpel. 

When they begin to feek Salvation, 
they are commonly profoundly ignorant of 
themfelves; they are not lenlible how 
blind they are, and how little they can do 
towards bringing themfelves to fee fpiri- 
tual things aright, and towards putting 
forth gracious Exercifes in their own 
Souls: they are not fenfible how remote 
they are from Love to God, and other 
holy Difpofitions, and how dead they 
are in Sin. When they fee unexpe&ed Pol- 
lution in their own Hearts, they go a~ 
bout to wafli away their own Defilements 
and make themfelves clean ; and they 
weary themfelves in vain, till God Ihows 
them that 'tis in vain, and that their 
help is not where they have fought it, 
but elfewhere. 
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But feme Perfons continue wandering 
in fuch a kind of Labyrinth, ten times 
as long as others, before their own Ex- 
perience will convince them of their In- 
sufficiency and fo it appears not to be 
their own Experience only, but the con- 
vincing Influence of God's Spirit with 
their Experience, that attains the Effeft : 
and God has of late abundantly fhown, 
that he don't need to wait to have Men 
convinced by long and often repeated 
fruitless Trials for in multitudes of In- 
ftances he has made a fhorter work of 
it : he has fo awakened and convinced 
Perfons Confciences, and made them fo fen- 
fible of their exceeding great Vilenefs, 
and given 'em fuch a fenfe of his Wrath 
againlt Sin, as has quickly overcome all 
their vain Self-confidence, and born them 
down into the Duft before a holy and righ- 
teous God. 

There have been fome who have not had 
great Terrors, but have had a very quick 
Work. Some of thofe that han't had 
fo deep a Convi&ion of thefe things be- 
fore their Converfion, have, it may be, 
much more of it afterwards. God has 
appeared far from limiting himfelf to 
any certain Method in his Proceed- 
ings with Sinners under legal Convicti- 
ons, In fome Inftances it feems eafy for 
our reafoning Powers to difcem the me- 
thods 
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thods of divine Wifdom, in his Dealings A 
with the Soul under awakenings: in <h 
thers his Foot-fteps can't be traced, and tp 
his Ways are pall finding out : and fome J 
that are lefs difunftly wrought upon, in 
what is preparatory to Grace, appear no f 
lefs eminent in gracious experiences after- 
wards. 

There is in nothing a greater Difference, I 
in different Perfons, than with refpeft to I 
the time of their being under Trou- U 
blej fome but a few Days, and others 1 
for Months or Years. There were ma- 
ny in this Town, that had been, before 1 
this Effufion of God's Spirit upon us, 
for Years, and fome for many Years, 
concerned about their Salvation tho' pro- Y 
bably they were not thoroughly awaken'd, 
yet they were concern'd to fuch a Degree I 
as to be very uneafy, fo as to Jive an | 
uncomfortable difquieted Life, and fo as 
to continue in a way of taking confi- j 
derable Pains about their Salvation, but 
had never obtained any comfortable Evi- 
dence of a good Eftate, who now in this i 
extraordinary time have received Light ; 
but many of them were fome of the 
laft : They firft faw Multitudes of others 
rejoicing, and with Songs of Deliverance 
in their Mouths, whofeem'd wholly care- 
lefs and at eafe, and in purfuit of Vanity, 
while they had been bowed down with fol- 

licitude 
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licitude about their Souls ; yea fome had 
lived licentioufly, and fo continued till a 
little before thev were converted, and 
grew up to a holy Rejoicing in the in- 
finite Bleflings God had bellowed upon 
them. 

And whatever Minifter has a like Oc- 
cafion to deal with Souls, in a Flock 
under fuch Circumftances, as this was 
in the laft Year, I can't but think he 
will foon find himfelf under a Necef- 
fity, greatly to infill upon it with them, 
that God is under no manner of Obliga- 
tion to fhew any Mercy to any natural 
Man, whofe Heart is not turn'd to God : 
and that a Man can challenge nothing, 
" cither in abfolute Jujlice, or by free Pro- 
wife, from any thing he does before he 
has believed on Jefus Cbrt/t, or has true 
Repentance begun in him. It appears 
to me, that if I had taught thofe that came 
to me under trouble, any other Doftrine, 
I fhould have taken a moft direft courfe 
utterly to have undone them ; I fliould 
have dire&ly crofs'd what was plainly the 
drift of the Spirit of God in his Influ- 
ences upon them ; for if they had be- 
lieved what I (kid, it would either have 
promoted Self-flattery and Careleflhefs, and 
fo put an end to their Awakenings ; or 
cherilhed and eltabtiflied their Contention 
and Strife with God, concerning his Deal- 
ings 



46 A Narrative of late furprizhg 

ings with them and others, andblock'd 
up their Way to that Humiliation be- 
fore the Sovereign Difpofer of Life and 
Death, whereby God is wont to prepare 
them for his Confolations. And yet thofe 
that have been under Awakenings, have 
oftentimes plainly ftood in need of be- 
ing encouraged, by being told of the infi- 
nite and all-fufficient Mercy of God in 
Chrijt > and that 'tis God's manner to 
fucceed Diligence, and to blefs his own 
Means, that fo Awakenings and Encourage- 
ments^ Fear and Hope may be duly mix- 
ed, and proportioned to preferve their 
Minds in a juft Medium between the two 
Extremes of Self- flattery and Defpondence, 
both wlach tend to Slacknefs, and Ne- 
gligence, and in the end to Security. 
I think I have found that no Difcourfes 
hiive been more remarkably bleffed, than 
thole in which the Doftrine of God's ab- 
folute Sovereignty with regard to the 
Salvation of Sinners, and his juft Liber- 
ty, with regard to anfwering the Pray- 
ers, or fucceeding the Pains of natu- 
ral Men, continuing fuch, have been 
infifted on. I never found fo much im- 
mediate faving Fruit, in any meafure, of 
any Difcourfes I have offered to my 
Congregation, asfome from thofe V'ds, 
Rom. 3. 19. That every Mouth may be 
flopped \ endeavouring to fhew from thence, 

that 

I 
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that it would be juft with God forever 
to rejeft and caft off meer natural Men, 
In thofe in whom Awakenings feem 
to have a laving Iffue, commonly the firft 
thing that appears after their legal Troubles, 
is a Conviction *of the Juftice of God 
in their Condemnation, in a fenfe of their 
own exceeding Sinfulnefs, and the Vile- 
nefs of all their Performances: In giv- 
ing an account of this, they exprefs'd 
themfelves very varioufly ; fome, that 
they faw that God was Sovereign, and 
might receive others and rejeft them i 
fome, that they were convinced, that 
. God might juftly beftow Mercy on every 
Per ion in the Town, and on every Per- 
fon in the World, and damn themfelves 
to all Eternity \ fome, that they fee that 
God may juftly have no regard to all the 
Pains they have taken, and all the Prayers 
they have made \ fome, that they fee that 
if they Ihould feek, and take the utmoft 
Pains all their Lives, God might juftly 
caft them into Hell at laft, becaufe all 
their Labours, Prayers, and Tears cannot 
make an Atonement for the leaft Sin, nor 
merit any Blefiing at the hands of God ; 
fome have declared themfelves to be in 
the hands of God, that he can, and may, 
difpofe of them juft as he pleafes ; fome, 
that God may glorify himfelf in their 
Damnation, and they wonder that God }ias 

fuffered 
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fuffered diem to live fo long, and has 
not caft s ein into Hell long ago. 

Some are brought to this Conviftion 
by a great fenfe of their Sinfulness, in 
general, that they are fuch vile wicked 
Creatures in Heart and Life : Others have 
the Sins of their Lives in an extraordi- 
nary manner fet before them, multitudes 
of them coming juft then frefh to their 
Memory, and being fet before them with 
their Aggravations fome have their 
Minds especially fixed, on fome particu- 
lar wicked Practice, they have indulged; 
fome are efpecially convinced by a Sight 
of the Corruption and Wickednefs of their 
Hearts; fome, from a View they have 
of the Herridnefs of fome particular Exer- 
cifes of Corruption, which they have had in 
the time of their Awakening, whereby the 
Enmity of the Heart againft God has 
been manifefted ; fome are convinced ef- 
pecially by a fenfe of the Sin of Un- 
belief, the Oppofition of their Hearts 
to the Way of Salvation by Chrijt, and 
Aeir Obftinacy in rejecting him and his 
Grace. 

There is a great deal of difference as to 
Perfons Diftinftnefs here ; fome, that han't 
fo clear a Sight of God's Juftice in their 
Condemnation, yet mention things that 
plainly imply it. They find a Difpofttion 
to acknowledge God to be juft and righ- 
teous 
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teou S in his Threatnings, and that they 
are dderving of nothing: And manv 
times, the; they had notVo paiticlr J 
Sight of it at the Beginning they h ve 
very dear Discoveries ofit ibon afterlardT 
wuh great Huntings in the Duft before 

Com m0 nly Perfons Minds immediate- 
7 before this Difcovery of God's Juf- 
are exceeding reftlefs, and in a kind 

mee "tf and ^metimes in 

mce -r Angu,lh but generally, as foon 
hey have this Conviftion, it i mme di- 
% brings their Minds to a Calm, and 
before-unexpeded Quietnefs and Com. 
poiure; and moft frequently rho' 
*7f. ^en the ^%^Z^r 

anies, that feme time or other God will 
bt gracious, even before any diftincWd 

EL T t0 , il Condufion within 
eet ^ T' *?. &-« God's 

cet and waufos time; and they reft in 
Jjat not bewgftnfiblc that the Spirit tf 
God h,s now brought them to a ^ ame 
whereby they are prepared for Nfe' ™ 
for 'us re,n ark;l ble that Perfons Sn 
|7 firft have this fenfe S&gg 
°> &od, rarely, in the time of it V 

w thing „ f y iK b ing 

D that 
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that they have often heard infifted on, 
and that others experience. 

In many Perfons, the firft Conviction 
of the Juftice of God in their Condem- 
nation, which they take particular notice 
tff 9 and probably the firft diftinct Con- 
viftion of it that they have, is of fuch a 
nature, as feems to be above any thing meer- 
ly legal : ThO s it be after legal Humblings, 
and much of a fenfe of their own Help- 
leffnefs and of the Infufficiency of their own 
Duties yet it does not appear to be for- 
ced by meer legal Terrors and Convicti- 
ons; but rather from an high Exercife of £ 
Grace, in faving Repentance, and evan- 
gelical Humiliation; for there is in it a | 
fort of Complacency of Soul, in the At- I 
tribute of God's Juftice, as difplay'd in 
his Threatnings of eternal Damnation to I 
Sinners. Sometimes at the Difcovery of 
it, they can fcarcely forbear crying out, 
'TIS JUST! 'TIS JUST! Some ex- 
prefs themfelves, that they fee the Glory 
pf God would Jhine bright in their own Con- 
demnation ; and they are ready to think 
that if they are damned, they could take 
part with God againft themfelves, and 
would glorify his Juftice therein. And . 
when it is thus, they commonly have 
fome evident fenfe of free and all-luffi- \ 
cient Grace, tho* they give no diftinft I 
Account of it, but 'tis manifeft, by that 

great 
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great degree of Hope and Encouragement 
that they then conceive, tho' they were never 
fo fenfible of their own Vilenefs and 111- 
defervings as they are at that time. 

Some, when in fuch Circumftances, have 
felt that fenfe of the Excellency of God's Ju- 
ftice, appearing in the vindi&ive Exer- 
cifes of it, againft fuch Sinfulncfs as theirs 
was, and have had fuch a Submifllon of 
Mind in their Idea of this Attribute, 
and of thofe • Exercifes of it, together 
with an exceeding loathing of their own 
Unworthinefs, and a kind of Indignation 
againft themfelves, that they have fome- 
times almoft called it a Willingnefs to fo 
damneds tho* it muft be owned they had 
not clear and diftinft Ideas of Damna- 
tion^ nor does any Word in the Bib'e 
require fuch Self-denial as this. But the 
truth is, as fome have more clearly ex- 
prcft it, that Salvation has appeared too 
pod for them, that they were worthy of 
nothing but Condemnation, and they could 
not tell how to think of Salvation's being 
beftczved upon them, fearing it was in- 
conjifteut with the Glory of God's Ma- 
j?Jty> that thy had fo much contwnsd and 
affronted. 

That Calm of Spirit that fome Per- 
fqns have found after their legal Dii- 
trefles, continues fome time before any 
Ipccial and delightful Manifeftation is nude 
D 2 to 
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to the Soul of the Grace of God, as re- 
vealed in the Gofpel ; but very often 
fome comfortable and fweet View of a 
merciful God, of a fufficient Redeemer, 
or of fome great and joyful things 
of the Gofpel, immediately follows, or 
in a very little time: And in fome, the 
firft Sight of their juft Defert of Hell, 
and God's Sovereignty with refpeft to 
their Salvation, and a Difcovery of all- 
fufficient Grace, are fo near, that they 
feem to go as it were together. 

Thefe gracious Difcoveries tint are gi- : 
ven, whence the firft fpecial Comforts are 
derived, are in many refpefrsvery various; 
more frequently Chrift is diftindly made 
the Objed: of the Mind, in his All-iuf- 
ficiency and Willingnefs to fave Sinners : 
But fome have their Thoughts more es- 
pecially fixed on God, in fome of his 
"fweet and glorious Attributes manifefted 
in the Gofpel, and fhining forth in the 
Face of Chrift : Some view the All-fuf- 
ficiency of the Mercy and Grace of God; 
fome chiefly the infinite Power of God, 
and his Ability to fave them, and 
to do all things for them •, and fome 
look moft at the Truth and Faithfol- 
nefs of God : In fome, the Truth and 
Certainty of the Gofpel in general is the 
firft joyful Difcovery they have ; in o- 
tbmi the certain Truth of fome particular 
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Promifes ; in fome, the Grace and Sin- 
cerity of God in his Invitations, very 
commonty in fome particular Invitation 
in the Mind, and it now appears real to 
them that God does indeed invite them. 
Some are ftruck with the Glory and Woi>- 
derfulnefs of the dying Love of Chrift ; 
and fome with the Sufficiency and Pre- 
cioufnefs of his Blood, as offered to make 
an Atonement for Sin ; and others with 
the Value and Glory of his Obedience 
and Righteoufnefs. In fome the Excel- 
lency and Lovelinefs of Chrift, chiefly 
engages their Thoughts in fome his Di- 
vinity, that he is indeed the Son of the 
living God ; and in others, the Excellen- 
cy of the way of Salvation by Chrift, 
and the Suitablenefs of it to their Ne- 
ceffities. 

&w have an Apprehenfion of thefe things 
fo given, that it feems more natural to 
them to exprefs it by Sight or Difcove- 
ry ; others think what they experience bet- 
ter exprefTed by the Realizing Conviftioi, 
or a lively ox feeling Senfe of Heart; mean- 
ing, as I Juppofe, no other Difference 
but what is merely circumftantial or gra- 
dual. 

There is, often, in the Mind, fome 
ftrttcular Text of Scripture, holding forth 
tome evangelical ground of Confolation j 
sometimes a Multitude of Texts, gra- 
D 3 dons 
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cious Invitations and Promifes flowing 
in one after another, fi'ling the Soiil 
more and more, with Comfort and Sa- 
tisfaction : and Comfort is firft given to 
fome, while reading fome Portion of Scrip- 
ture but in fome it is attended with no 
particular Scripture at all, either in Read- 
ing or Meditation. In fome, many divine 
things feem to be difcover'd to the Soul 
as it were at once others have their 
Minds efpecially fixing on fome one thing 
at firit, and afterwards a fenfe is given 
of others s in fome with a fwifter, and 
others a flower Succeflion, and fometimes 
with Interruptions of much Darknefs. 

The way that Grace feems fometimes 
firft to appear after legal Humiliation, 
is in earneft Longings of Soul after 
God and Cbrift, to know God, to love 
him, to be humbled before him, to have 
Communion with Chriji in his Benefits 
which Longings, as they exprefs them, 
feem evidently to be of fuch a nature 
as can arife from nothing but a fenfe 
of the fuperlative Excellency of divine 
things, with a fpiritual Tafte and Re- 
lifti of 'em, and an Efleem of 'em as 
their higheft Happinefs and beft Porti- 
on. Such Longings as I fpeak of, are 
commonly attended with firm Refolutions 
to purfue this Good for ever, together 
with a hoping, waiting Difpofition. When 

Perfons 
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Perfons have begun in fuch Frames, com- 
monly other Experiences and Difcoveries 
have foon followed, which have yet more 
clearly manifefted a change of Heart. 

It mud needs be confeft that Chriji 
is not always diftinttly and explicitly thought 
of in the firft fenfible Aft of Grace, (tho 3 
moft commonly he is ;) but fometimes 
he is the Objeft of the Mind only im- 
plicitly. Thus fometimes when Perfons 
have feem'd evidently to be ftript of all 
their own Righteoufhefs, and to have 
flood felf-condemned as guilty of Death, 
they have been comforted with a joy- 
ful and fatisfying View, that the Mercy 
and Grace of God is fufficient for them j 
that their Sins, tho* never fo great, fhall 
be no Hindrance to their being accep- 
ted that there is Mercy enough in God 
for the whole World,, and the like, when 
they give no Account of any particular 
or diftinft Thought of Chriji\ but yet 
when the Account they give is duly weigh- 
ed, and they are a little interrogated a- 
bout it, it appears that the Revela- 
tion of the Mercy of God in the Gof- 
pel, is the Ground of this their Encourage- 
ment and Hope; and that it is indeed 
the Mercy of God thro' Chriji, that is dif- 
covcred to them, and that 'tis depended 
on in him, and not in any wife moved 
by any thing in them. 

D 4 So 
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So fometimes difconfolate Souls among* 

eft r A Cn > revived md to 
£?r ' « given of 

his Grace and Faithfolnefs, in feme fpe- 

nn n^T 0 °' » " which* i. 

no particular mention of Cbrift, nor is it 
accompanied with any diftinft Thought 
of him, >ln their Minds, but yet iris 
not received as out of Chrift, but as one 
of the Invitations orPromifes made of God 
to poor Sinners/^ his Son J ejus, as 
18 and fuch Perfons have af- 

terwards had clear and diftincl: Difcove- 
ries ot thrift, accompanied with lively 
and Incaal Actings of Faith and Love 
towards him. 

It has more frequently been fo a- 
mongft us, that when Perfons have firft 
had the Gofpel-Ground of Relief for 
loft Sinners difcovered to them, and have 
been entertaining their Minds with the 
fweet Profpect, they have thought no- 
thing at that time of their being conver- 
ted : To fee that there is fuch an AU-fufli- 
ciency in God, and fuch plentiful Pro- 
vifion made in Chrijt> after they have 
been borne down, and funk with a fenfe 
of their Guilt and Fears of Wrath, ex- 
ceedingly refrelhes them \ the View is 
joyful to them, as 'tis in its own na- 
ture glorious, and gives them quite new, 
and more delightful Ideas of God and 

Chrift, 
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Gbrift, and greatly encourages them to 
feek Converfion, and begets in them a 
ftrong Relblution to give up themfelves, 
and devote their whole Lives to God and his 
Sen, and patiently to wait till God lhall 
fee fit to make all effectual ; and very 
often they entertain a ftrong Perfuafion, 
that he will in his own time do it for 

There is wrought in them a holy Re- 
pofe of Soul in God through Chrift, and 
a fecret Difpofition to fear and love 
him, and to hope for Bleflings from him 
in this way : and yet they have no Ima- 
gination that they are now converted, it 
don'c fo much as come into their Minds: 
and very often the Reafon is, that they 
don't fee that they do accept of this fuf- 
fiifiency of Salvation, that they behold in 
%hrijl) having entertain'd a wrong No- 
tion of Acceptance not being fenfible 
that the obedient and joyful Entertain- 
ment which their Hearts give to this DT- 
covery of Grace, is a real Acceptance 
of it : They know not that the fweet 
Complacence they feel in the Mercy 
and complete Salvation of God, a*s it in- 
cludes Pardon and San&ification, and is 
held forth to them only through Chrift y 
is a true receiving of this Mercy, or a 
plum Evidence of their receiving it. 
They expected I know not what kind of 
D 5 Aft 
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Aft of Soul, and perhaps they had no 
diftinft Idea of it themfelves. 

And indeed it appears very plainly 
in fome of them, that before their own 
Converfion they had very imperfeft 1- 
deas what Converfion was : It is all new * 
and ftrange, and what there was no clear 
Conception of before. Tis moft evident 
as they themfelves acknowledge, that the 
Expreffions that were ufed to defcribe Con- 
verfion, and the Graces of God's Spirit, fuch 
as* fpiritual Sight ofChrift, Faith in Cbrijl, 
Poverty of Spirit, . Truft in God, Refigned- 
nefs to God, &c. were Expreffions that • 
did not convey thofe fpecial and diftinft 
Ideas to their Minds, which they were 
intended to fignify: perhaps to fome of 
them it was but little more than the 
Names of Colours are to convey the 
Ideas to one that is blind from his Birth. 

This : . Town is a Place where there has 
always been a great deal of Talk of Con- 
verfion, and fpiritual Experiences; and 
therefore People in general had before 
form'd a Notion in their own Minds 
what thefe things were ; R but when they 
come to be the Subjefts of . them them- 
felves, they find thqmfelves much con- 
founded in their Notions, and overthrown 
in many of their former Conceits. And 
it has been very obfervable, that Per- 
fgns of the greateft Underfanding, and 
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that had ftudied moft about things of 
this nature, have been more confounded 
than others. Some fuch Perfons that have 
lately been converted, declare that all 
their former Wifdom is brought to nought, 
and that they appear to have been meer 
Babes, who knew nothing. It has appear'd 
that none have ftood more in need of 
Enlightning and Inftruftion even of their 
Fellow-Chriftians, concerning their own 
Circumftances and Difficulties than they : : 
and it has feem'd to have been with 
delight, that they have feen themfelves 
thus brought down and become nothing*. 
that free Grace, and divine Power may 
be exalted in them. 

It was very wonderful " to fee after 
what manner Perfons Affeftions were 
fometimes moved and wrought upon, 
when God did as it were, fuddenly open 
their Eyes and let into their Minds, a 
fetife of the Greatnefs of his Grace, and 
Fulnefs of Chrift, and his readinefs to 
lave, who before were broken with Ap- 
prohenfions of divine Wrath, and funk 
into an Abyfs under a fenfe of Guile, 
which they were ready to think was beyond 
the Mercy of God: their joyful Surprize 
has caufed their Hearts as it were to leap, 
fo that they have been ready to break forth 
into Laughter, Tears often at the fame time 
ifluing like a Flood, and intermingling a 
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loud Weeping : and fometimes they han't 
been able to forbear crying out with a 
loud Voice, exprefling their great Ad- 
miration. In fome even the View of the 
Glory of God's Sovereignty in the Exerci- 
fes of his Grace has furprized the Soul 
with fuch Sweetnefs, as to produce the 
fame Effects. I remember an Inftance 
of one, who, reading fomething concer- 
ning God's fovereign way of faving Sin- 
ners, as being felf-moved, and having no 
regard to Men's own Righteoufnefs as 
the Motive of his Grace, but as mag- 
nifying himfelf and abafing Man, or to 
that purpofe, felt fuch a fudden Rapture 
of Joy and Delight in the Confidera- 
tion of it : and yet then fufpefted him- 
felf to be in a Chriftlefs Condition, and 
had been long in great Diftrefs for fear 
that God would not have mercy on 
him. 

Many continue a long time in a Conrfe 
of gracious Exercifes and Experiences, 
and don't think themfelves to be converted, 
but conclude themfelves to be otherwife; 
and none knows how long they would con- 
tinue fo, were they not helped by particular 
Inftruftion. There are undoubted Inftances 
of fome that have lived in this way for 
many Years together ; and a continuing in 
thefe Circumftances of being converted 
and not believing it, has had various con- 

fequences, 
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fequences, with various Perfons, and with 
the fame Perfons, at various Times; fome 
continue in great Encouragement and 
Hope, that they mall obtain Mercy, 
in a ftedfaft Resolution to perfevere in 
feeking it, and in an humble waiting for 
it at God's foot ; but very often when 
the lively Senfe of the Sufficiency of 
Cbrift, and the Riches of divine Grace 
begins to vanifh, upon a withdraw of the 
Influences of the Spirit of God, they re- 
turn to greater Diftrefs than ever •, for 
they have now a far greater Senfe of the 
Mifery of a natural Condition than before, 
being < in a new manner fenfible of the 
reality of eternal Things, and the great- 
nefs of God, and his Excellency, and how 
dreadful it is to be feparated from him, 
and to be fubjecl: to his Wrath; fo that 
they are fometimes fwallowed up with 
Darknefs and Amazement. Satan has a 
vaft Advantage in fuch Cafes to ply them 
with various Temptations, which he is 
not wont to neglect. In fuch a cafe Per- 
fons do very much need a Guide to lead 
them to an Understanding of what we are 
taught in the Word of God of the Nature 
of Grace, and to help them to apply it to 
themf-lves. 

I have been much blamed and cenfured 
by many, that I mould make it my Prac- 
tice, when I have been fatislkd concern- 
HfcO' tog 



6z A Narrative of late furprizing 
ing Perfons good Eftate, to fignify it to 
them: Which Thing has been greatly 
mifreprefented abroad, as innumerable 
other Things concerning us, to prejudice 
the Country againft the whole Affair. 
But let it be noted, that what I have under- 
taken to judge of, has rather been Quali- 
fications, and declared Experiences, than 
Perfons : Not but that I have thought it 
my Duty as a Paftof to affift and inftruct 
Perfons in applying Scripture- Rules and 
C3>ara£ters to their own Cafe, fin doing 
of which, I thiVlt many greatly need a 
Guide-,) and have, where I thought the 
Cafe plain, ufed Freedom in fignifyingmy 
Hope of them, to others : but have been 
far from doing this concerning all that I 
have had fome hopes of ; and I believe 
have ufed much more Caution than many 
Live fuppofed. Yet I fhould account it a 
great Calamity to be deprived of the Com- 
fort of Rejoicing with thofe of my Flock, 
that have been in great Diftrefs, whofe 
Circumftances I have been acquainted 
with, when there feems to be good Evi- 
dence that thofe that were dead are alive, 
and thofe that were loft are found. I am 
fenfible the Practice would have been fafer 
in the hands of one of a riper Judgment 
and greater Experience but yet there 
has feemed to be an abfolute Neceffity of 
it on the fore-mentioned Accounts \ and 

it 
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it has been found to be that which God 
has moft remarkably owned and bleffed a- 
mongftus* both to the Perfons themfelves, 
and others. 

Grace in many Perfons, through this 
Ignorance of their State, , and their look- 
ing on themfelves ftill as the Objefts of 
God's Difpleafure, has been like the Trees 
in Winter, or like Seed in the Spring fup- - 
prefied under a hard Clod of Earth •, and 
many in fuch Cafes have laboured to their 
utmoft to divert their Minds from the 
pleafing and joyful Views they have had, \ 
and to fupprefs thofe Confolations and gra- 
cious Affcftions that arofe thereupon.. 
And when it has once come into their 
Minds to enquire whether or no this was 
nQt true Grace, they have been much a- 
fraid left they fhould be deceived with 
common Illuminations and Flafhes of Af- 
fedtion, and eternally undone with a falfe 
Hope. But when they have been better- 
inftrudted, and fo brought to allow of 
Hope, this has awaken'd the gracious , 
Difpofition of their Hearts into Life and 
Vigor, as the warm Beams of the Sun in 
the Spring, have . quickned the Seeds and 
Produftions of the Earth : Grace being 
now at liberty, and cherifhed with Flope, 
has foon flowed out to theis abundant Sa- 
tisfaction and Increafe. 

There 
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There is no one thing that I know of 
that God has made fuch a means of pro- 
moting his Work amongft us, as the 
News of others Converfion ; in the a- 
wakening Sinners, and engaging them 
earneftly to feek the fame BlefTing, and 
in the quickening of Saints. Tho' I have 
thought that a Mini iter's declaring his 
Judgment about particular Perfons Ex- 
periences might from thefe Things be 
jufti&ed, yet I am often fignifying to my 
People how unable Man is to know ano- 
ther's Heart, and how unfafe it is depend- 
ing meerly on the Judgment of Minifters, 
or otheis, and have abundantly infiftcd 
on it with them that a manifeftation of 
Sincerity in Fruits brought forth, is better 
than any Man ire Nation they can make of 
it in Words alone, can be ; and that with- 
o^f this, all Pretences to fpiritual Expe- 
riences are vain *, as all my Congregation 
can witnefs. And rhe People in general, 
in this late extraordinary Time, have 
nifefted an extraordinary Dread of bdng 
deccivM, being exceeding fearful left 
they mould build wrong, and fome of 
them backward to receive Hope, ev^n to 
a great Extreme, which has occafion'd me 
to d well longer on this part of the Narra- 
tive. 

Converfion is a great and glorious Work 
of God's Power, at once changing the 

Heart, 
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l5eart, and infufing Life into the d;ad 
Scul \ tho' that Grace that is then im- 
planted does more gradually difplay it 
felf in fome than in others. But as to fix- 
ing on the precife Time when they put 
forth the very firft Aft of Grace, there is 
a great deal of difference in different Per- 
fons ; in fome it feems to be very difcern- 
able when the very Time of this was ; 
but others are more at a lofs. In this 
refpett there are very many that don't 
know the Time, (as has been already ob- 
ferved) that when they have the firft Ex- 
ercifes of Grace, don't know that// is 
the Grace of Converfion, and fometimes 
don't think it to be fo till a long time af- 
ter : And many, even when they come to 
entertain great Hope that they are convert- 
ed, if they remember what they expe- 
rienced in the firft Exercifes of Gra*, 
they are at a lofs whether it was any more 
than a common Illumination ; or whether 
fome other, more clear and remarkable 
Experience, that they had afterwards, 
w£ft not the firft that was of a faving na- 
ture. And the manner of God's Work on 
the Soul is (fometimes efpecially) very 
myfterious, and 'tis with the Kingdom of 
God as to its Manifeftation in the Heart 
of a Convert, as is faid, Markiv. 26, 27, 
2,8. So is the Kingdom of God, as if a 
Man fhculd cafi Seed into the Ground, and 

Jhould 
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Should Sleep and rife, Night and Day,, and 
the Seed firM fpring, and grow up, he 
knou-eth m how , for the Earth brimetb 
Sorto of her felf firf the Blade, then the 
Mar, then the Sail Corn in the Ear. 
. Ih jme converting Light is Irkc a glo- 
rious Bnghtncfi fuddenly ffiining in upom 
a Perfon, and all around Kim: They are 
in a remarkable manner brought out of 
DarkneSs into marvellous Light. In many 
others it has been like the dawning of the 
m% when ar firft but a little L«?ht ap- 
pears, and it may be is prefently hid with 
a Uoud^and then it appears again,, and 
ihmes a little brighter, and gradually in- 
creaks, with intervening Darknefs, till at 
length, perhaps, it breaks forth more 
clearly from behind the Clouds. And 
many are,, doubtlefs, ready to date their 
Converfion wrong, throwing by thofe lef- 
ier Degrees of Light that appeared at firft 
dawning, and calling fome more remark- 
able Experience, that they had afterwards, 
their Converfions > which often in gre>u 
meafure arifes from a wrong Unierftand- 
mg of what they have always been taught, 
that Converfion is a great Change, where- 
| in old Things are done away, and all Things 
become new, or at Ieaft from a fal'e arsuink 
from that Doclrine. ° & 

Perfons commonly at firft Converfion, 
and afterwards,, have, had many Texts 

of 
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of Scripture brought to their Minds, that 
are exceeding fuitable to their Circum- 
ftances, which often come with great 
Power, and as the Word of God or Cbrifi 
indeed-, and many have a multitude of. 
fweet Invitations, Promifes, and Doxolo- 
gies flowing in one after another, bring- 
ing great Light and Comfort with them, 
filling the Soul brim-full, enlarging the 
Heart, and opening the Mouth in Reli- 
gion. And it feems to me necefiary to 
fuppofe, that there is an immediate In- 
fluence of the Spirit of God, oftentimes in 
bringing Texts of Scripture to the Mindr 
Not that I fuppofe 'tis done in a way of 
immediate Revelation, without any man- 
ner of ufe of the Memory but yet there 
feems plainly to be an immediate and ex- 
traordinary Influence, in leading their 
Thoughts to fuch andfuch Paflages of 
Scripture, and exciting them in the Me- 
mory. Indeed in fome God feems to bring 
Texts of Scripture to their Minds no other- 
wife than by leading them into fuch 
Frames and Meditations, as harmo- 
nize with thofe Scriptures ; but in many 
Perfons there feems to be fomething more, 
than this. 

Thofe that, while under legal Convic- 
tions, have had the greateft Terrors, have 
not always obtained the greateft Light and. 
Tomfort •, nor have they always Light 

moft 
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moft fuddenly communicated ; but yet, 
I think, the time of Converficn has gene- 
rally been moft fenfible in 'fach Perfons. 
Oftentimes, the firft fenfible Change after 
the Extremity of Terrours, is a Gdmnefs, 
and then the Light gradually comes inj 
final! Qlmpfes .at firft, after their mid- 
night Dorknefs, and a word or Hto of 
Cnzfbrt, as it were foftly fpoken to 'em ; 
they have a little Tajle of the Swectncfs of 
divine Grace, and the Love of a Saviour, 
when Terrour and Diftrefs of Confcience 
begins to be turned into an humble, meek 
Senfe of their own Unworthinefs before 
God ; and there is felt inwardly, perhaps, 
fome Difpofition to praife God j and after 
a little while the Light comes in more 
clearly and powerfully. But yet, I think 
more frequently, great Terrours have been 
followed with more fudden and great 
Light, and Comfort ; when the °Sin- 
ner feems to be as it were fubdued and 
brought to a Calm, from a kind of Tu- 
mult of Mind, then God lets in an extra- 
ordinary Senfe of his great Mercy thro 5 a 
Redeemer. 

# The converting Influences of God's Spi- 
rit very commonly bring an extraordi- 
nary Conviction of the Reality and Cer- 
tainty of the great Things of Religion ; 
(tho' in fome this is much greater, fome 
time after Converfion, than at'firit :) they 

have 
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have that fight and tafte of the Divi, ity, 
or divine Excellency, that there is in the 
Things of the Gofpel, that is more to 
convince them, than reading many Vo- 
lumes of Arguments without it. It feems 
to me that in many Inftances amongft us, 
when the divine Excellency and Glory of 
the Things of Chnftianity have been fet 
before Perfons, and they have at the fame 
time as it were feen, and tailed, and felt 
the Divinity of them, they have been 
is far from doubting of the Truth of them, 
as they are from doubting whether there 
be a Sun, when their Eyes are open in the 
mid ft of a clear Hemifphere, and the 
ftrong Blaze of his Light overcomes all 
Objections againft his Being. And yet 
many of them, if we fhould aflcthem why 
they believed thofe Things to be true, 
would not be able well to exprefs, or com- 
municate a fuflkient Reafon, to latisfy 
the Enquirer, and perhaps would make 
no other Anfwer but that they fee 'em to 
be true : But a Perfon might foon be fa- 
tisfied, by a particular Converfation with 
'em, that what they mean by fuch an An- 
fwer is, that they have intuitively beheld, 
and immediately felt, moft illuftrious 
Works, and powerful Evidence of Divi- 
nity in them. f 

Some are thus convinced of the Truth 
of the Gofpel in general, and that the 
4 Scriptures 
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Scriptures are the Word of God : Others 
have their Minds more efpecially fixed 
on fome particular great Doftrine of the 
; Gofpel, fome particular Truths that they 
are meditating on ; or are in a fpecial man- 
ner convinced of the Divinity of the 
Things they are reading of, in fome por- 
tion of Scripture. Some have fuch Con- 
•riftions in a much more remarkable man- 
ner than others; And there are fome that 
never had fuch a fpecial Senfe of the Cer- 
tainty of divine Things, impreifed upon 
them with fuch inward Evidence and 
Strength, have yet very clear Exercifes of 
Grace i. e. of Love to God, Repentance 
.and HoHnefs. And if they be more particu- 
larly examined ,they appear plainly to have 
an inward Lfirm Perfuafion of the Reality 
of divine Things, fuch as they don't ufe 
-.to have before their Converfion. And 
thole that have the molt clear Difcoveries 
of divine Truth, in the manner that has 
been fpoken of, can't have this always in 
When the Senfe and Relilh of the 
divine Excellency of theft Things fades, 
on a withdraw of the Spirit of God, they 
han't the medium of the Conviction of their 
Truth at command: In a dull Frame they 
can't recall the Idea, and inward Senfe 
-they had, perfectly to mind ; Things ap- 
pear very dim to what they did before : 
And tho' there ftill remains an habitual 

ftrong 
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ftrong Perfuafion ; yet not fo as to ex- 
clude Temptations to Unbelief, and all 
poffibility of Doubting, as before: But 
then at particular Times, by God's Help, 
the fame Senfe of Things revives ao-aia, 
like Fire that lay hid in Afhes. 

1 fuppofe the grounds of fuch a Con- 
viction of the Truth of divine Things to 
be juft and rational, but yet in fome God 
makes ufe of their own Reafon much more 
fenfibly than in others. Oftentimes Per- 
form have (fo far as could be judged) re- 
ceived the firfl laving Conviction from rea- 
foning, which they have heard from the Pul- 
pit ; and often in the courfe of Reafbning, 
which they are led into in their own Medi- 
tations. 

The Arguments are the fame that they 
have heard hundreds of times; but the 
Force of the Arguments^ and their Convic- 
tion by 9 em, is altogether new ; they come 
with a new and before unexperienced Pow- 
er : Before they heard it was fo, and they 
alloy? d it to be fo •, but now they fee it to 
be fo indeed. Things now look exceeding 
pjain to 'em, and they wonder >that they 
did not fee 'em before. 

They are fo greatly taken with their 
new Difcovery, and Things appear fo 
plain, and fo rational to 'em, that they 
are often at firft ready to think they can 
convince others ; and are apt to engage 
in talk with every one they meet with, 

almoji 
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almoji to this End ; and when they are 
difappointed, are ready to wonder that 
their Reafonings leem to make no more 
Im predion. 

Many fall under fuch a Miflake as to \ 
be ready to doubt of their good Eftate, l 
becaufe there was fo much ufemadeof their I 
own Reafon in the Convi&ions they have 
receiv'd ; they are afraid that they have \ 
no Illumination above the natural Force \ 
of their own Faculties : And many make ■ 
that an Obje&ion againft the Spirituality | 
of their Convictions, that 'tis fo eafy to fee t 
Things as they now fee them. They have f 
often heard that Converfion is a work of j 
mighty ^ Power, manifefting to the Soul X 
what no Man nor Angel can give fuch a f 
conviction of; but it feems to them that 1 
the Things that they fee are fo plain, and jj 
eafy, and rational, that any body can fee \ 
them : And if they are enquired of, why \ 
they never faw lb before \ they fay, it I 
feems to them it was becaufe they never I 
thought of it. But very often thefe Dif- | 
Acuities are Icon removed by thofe of ano- \ 
ther nature •, for w r henGod withdraws*, they J 
find tfiemfelves as it were blind again, \ 
they for the prefect lofe their realizing I 
Senfe of thofe Things that looked fo plain I 
to 'em, and by all that they can do they I 
can't recover it, till God renews the In A 
fluenc js of his Spirit. 

'. ; -, # PerfQiisI 
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Perfons after their Converfion often 
fpeak of Things of Religion as feemin^ 
new to them ; that Preaching is a new 
thing ; that it feems to them they never 
heard Preaching before; that the Bible is 
a new Book : They find there new Chap, 
ters, new Pfalms, new Hiftories, becaufe 
they Ice them in a new Light. Here was 
a remarkable Inftance of an aged Woman 
oi above 70 years, that had fpent moft of 
her Days under Mr. Stoddard's powerful 
Miniftry; who reading in the New Tefta- 
ment, concerning Cbrjft's Sufferings for 
Sinners, feem'd to be furprized and afto- 
mfhed at what fhe read, as at a Thing 
that was real and very wonderful, but 
quite new to her, infomuch that at firft 
Wore fhe had time to turn her Thoughts' 
ihe wonder'd within her felf that flie IiaJ 
never heard of it before; but then imme- 
diate y recolkfted her felf, and thought 
that ihe had often heard of it, and readmit, 
but never - till now faw it as a thing real • 
and then caft in her Mind, how wonderful 
this was, that the Son of God lknld un- 
dergo fuch things for Sinners, and how 
ine had fpent her Time in ungratefully 
finning againft fo good a God, and fuch a 
■fcviour ; tho' flie was a Perfon, as to 
what was vifible, of a very blamelefs and 
inorrenfive Life. And fhe was fo overcome 
by thofe Confiderations, that her Nature 
E was 
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was ready to fail under them : Thole that I 
were about her, and knew not what was 
the matter, were furprized, and thought 
flie was a dying. 

Many have ipoken much of their Hearts I 
being drawn out in Love to God and Chrift \ 
and their Minds being wrapt up in delight- I 
fill Contemplation of the Glory, and won- | 
derful Grace of God, and the Excellency, I 
and dying Love of J ejus Chrijl •> and of I 
their Souls going forth in longing Defires i 
after God and Chriji. Several of our \ 
young Children have expreffed much of . 
this and have manifefted a Willingnefs 
to leave Father and Mother and all Things 
in the World, to go to be mthChrijl. Some 
Perfons have had longing Defires after 
Cbrift, which have rifcn to that degree, 1 
as to take away their natural Strength. 
Some have been fo overcome with a Senfe I 
of the dying Love of Chrift , to fuch poor, | 
wretched, and unworthy Creatures, as to 
weaken the Body. Several Perfons have j 
had fo great a Senfe of the Glory of God, j 
and Excellency of Chrijl, that Nature and 
Life has feemed altnoft to fink under it; j 
and in all probability, if God had lhewed \ 
them a little more of himfelf, it would i 
have diffolved their Frame. I have feen 1 
fomc, and been in Converfation with I 
them in fuch Frames, who have certainly L 
been perfectly fober, and very remote I 

from I 
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from any thing like enthufiaftickWildnefst 
And have talk'd, when able to fpeak, of 
the Glory of God's Perfections, and the 
wonderfulnefs of his Grace in Chrift, and 
their own %iworthinefs, in fuch a man- 
ner that' canft be perfectly expreffed after 
them. Their Senfe of their exceeding 
littlenefs and vilenefs, and their Difpofi- 
tion to abafe themfelves before God, has 
appeared to be great in proportion to their 
Light and Joy. 

Such Perfons amongft us as have been 
thus diftinguilhed with the moft extraor- 
dinary Difcoveries with God, have com- 
monly in no wife appeared with the af- 
fuming, and felf-conceited, and felf-fuffi- 
cient Airs of Enthufiafts ; but exceeding- 
ly the contrary ; and are eminent for a 
Spirit of Meeknefs, Modefty, Self-diffi- 
dence, and low Opinion of themfelves: 
No Perfons feem to be fo fenfible of their 
need of Inftruction, and fo eager to receive 
it, as fome of them ; nor fo ready to 
think others better than themfelves. 
Thofe that have been thought to be con- 
verted amongft us have generally mani- 
fefted a longing to lie low, and in the 
duft before God withal complaining of 
their not being able to lie low enough. 

They very often fpeak much of their 
Senfe of the Excellency of the way of Sal- 
vation, by free and fovereign Grace, 
E 2 through 
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t hrough the Righteoufnefs of Chrijl alone j 
a nd how it is with delight that they re- 
nounce their own Righteoufnefs, and re- 
joice in having no Account made of it. 
Many have expreffed themfelves to this 
purpofe, that it would leflen the Satis- 
1 aft ion they hope for in Heaven to 
have it by their own Righteoufnefs, or 
in any other way than as beftowed by free 
Grace, and for Cbrifl's fake alone. They 
fpeak much of the Inexpreffiblenefs of what 
they experience, how their Words fail, fo 
that they can in nb wife declare it : and 
particularly fpeak with exceeding Admi- 
ration of the fuperlative Excellency of that 
pleafure and delight of Soul, which they 
fometimes enjoy ; how a little of it is fuf- 
ficient to pay 'em for all the Pains and 
Trouble they have gone through in feek- 
ing Salvation ; and how tar it exceeds all 
earthly Pleafures : And foni&expre fs much 
of the Senfe which thefe fpiritual Views 
give 'em of the Vanity of earthly Enjoy- 
ments, how mean and worthlefs all thefe 
Things appear to *em. 

Many, while their Minds have been 
fill'd with fpiritual Delights, have as it 
were forgot their Food ; their bodily Ap- 
petite has faiPd, while their Minds have 
been entertain'd with Meat to eat that 
others knew not of The Light and Com- 
fort which fqine of them enjoy, gives a 
iiwfcA-J new 
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new relifli to their common Bleffings, and 
cauies all Things about 'em to appear as it 
were beautiful, fweet and pleafant to them,: 
AllThings abroad^ theSun, Moon anj Stan, 
the Clouds andSky,the Heavens and Earth, 
appear as it were with a Caft of divine 
Glory and Sweetnels upon them. The 
fweeteft joy that thefe goodPeople amongfl: 
us exprefs, tho r it include in it a delightful 
Senfe of the Safety of their own State, and 
that now they are out of danger of Hell ; 
yet frequently, in times of their higheit 
fpiritual Entertainment, this feems not to 
be the chief Objeft of their fixed Thought 
and Meditation. The fupreme Attention 
of their Minds is to the glorious Excellen- 
cies of God and drift, which they have 
in view not but that there is very often a 
ravifhing Senfe of God's Love accompany- 
ing a Senfe of his Excellency, and they re- 
joice in a Senfe of the Faithfulnefs of God's 
Promiles, as they refpeft the future eter- 
nal Enjoyment of God. 

The Joy that many of them fpeak of 
is that, to which none is to be parallel'd ; 
is that which they find when they are 
Weft in the Duft,. emptied moll of them- 
• felves, and as it were annihilating them- 
felves before God, when they are nothing, 
and God is all,are feeing their own Unwor- 
thinefs, depending not at all on them- 
felves, but alone on Chrift, and afcribing all 
E 3 Glory 
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Glory to God : Then their Souls are moft 
in the Enjoyment of fatisfying Reft ; ex- 
cepting that, at fuch times, they appre- 
hend themfelves to be not fufficiently felf- 
abafed ; for then above all times do they \ 
long to be lower. Some fpeak much of 
the exquifite Sweetnefs, and Reft of Soul > 
that is to be found in the exercifes of a 
Spirit of Refignation to God, and hum- 
ble Submiflion to his Will. Many exprefs I 
carneft Longings of Soul to praife God \ j 
but at the fame time complain that they 
can't praife him as they wou'd do, and 
they want to have others help them in 
praifing him : They want to have every 
cne praife God, and are ready to call upon I 
every thing to praife him. They exprefs 
a longing Defire to live to God's Glory, 
and to do fomething to his Honour; but 1 
atthe fame time cry out of their Inefficiency 
and Barrennefs, that they are poor impotent ;j. 
Creatures, can do nothing of themfelves, and if 
are utterly inefficient to glorify their Crca- I 
ttr and Redeemer. s 

While God was fo remarkably prefent I 
amongft us by his Spirit, there was no 
Book fo delighted in as the Bible efpe- \ 
cially the Book of Pfalms, the Prophecy , 
of Ifaiah, and the NewTeftament. Some ; 
•by reafon of their Efteem and Love to 
God's Word, have at fome times been \ 
greatly and wonderfully delighted and af- 1 

fedted I 
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fe&ed at the fight of a Bible : and then 
alfo, there was no Time fo prized as the 
Lord's-Day, and no Place in this World 
fo defired as God's Houfe. Our Converts 
then remarkably appeared united in dear 
Affeclion to one another, and many have 
cxpreffed much of that Spirit of Love 
which they felt toward all Mankind ; and 
particularly to thofe that had been leaft 
friendly to them. Never,- I believe, was 
fo much done in confefling Injuries, and 
making up Differences as the laft Year. 
.Perfons after their own Converfion, have 
commonly expreffed an exceeding defire 
for the Converfion of others : Some have 
thought that they fhould be willing to die 
for the Converfion of any Soul, tho 5 of 
one of the meaneft of their Fellow-Crea- 
tures, or of their worft Enemies and 
many have indeed been in great Diftrefs 
with Defires and Longings for it. This 
Work of God had alfo a good Effect to 
unite the People's Affections much to their 
Minifler. 

There are fome Perfons that I have been 
acquainted with, but more efpecially two, 
that belong to odier Towns, that have 
been 1 wallowed up exceedingly with a 
Senfe of the awful Greatnefs and Majefty 
of God and both of them told me to this 
pyrpofe, that if they in the time of it, 
/had had the leaft Fear that they were not 
E 4 at 
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at peace with this fo great a God, they 
ihoiiJd inftantly have died. 

It is worthy to be remarked, that fome 
Perfons by their Converfion feem to be 
greatly helped as to their doftrinal No- 
tions of Religion ; it was particularly re- 
markable in one, who having been taken 
captive in his Childhood, was train'd up 
in Canada , n the Pcpijh Religion; and 
tone Years fince returned to this his native 
Jriace and was in a mcafure brought off 

™aa T7* but feem ' d ver y a ^ kward 

and dull of receiving any true and clear 
potion of the Protejlant Scheme, till 
he was converted y and then he was re- 
marfcably altered in this rdpedt. 
There is a vaft difference, as has been 

ST ' £ the De ^ andalfo & the 
particulars^ 0 f Perfons Experiences, 
both */, and after Converfion ; >*,have 
Grace working more fenfibly in one way, 
others in another. Some fpeak more ful- 
ly of a Conviftion of the Juftice of God 
in their Condemnation ; others more of 
Jfr confentingto the way of Salvation by 
Chrjft 5 fome more of the Actings of Love 
to God and Chrjft: Some more of Afts of 
Affiance, in a fweet and affured Convic- 
tion of the Truth and Faithfulnefs of God 
in his Promifes ; others more of their 
choofing and refting in God as their whole 
and everlafting Portion, and of their ar- 
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dent and longing Defires after God, to 
have Communion with him ; others more 
of their abhorrence of themftlves for their 
pad Sins, and earneft Longings to live to 
God's Glory for the time to come : Some 
have their Minds fixed more on God ; o- 
thcrs on Chriji, as I have obfervecT before, 
Pand am afraid of too much Repetition ; 
but it feems evidently to be the fame W ork 9 
the fame thing done, the fame habitual 
-Change wrought in the Heart ; it all tends 
the fame way, and w Qfc fantt End ; and 
'lis plain 1/ the fame Sprit that breathes 
and afts in various Perfons. There is an 
endlefs Variety .in the particular manner 
and circumftances in which Perfons are 
wrought on, and an opportunity of feeing 
fo much of fuch a Work of God, will 
thew that God i? further from confining 
hlmfelf to certain Steps, and a particular 
Medio-.!, in his Work on Souls, than it 
may' be fome do imagine, I believe it has- 
occafion'd fome good People amongft us, 
that were before too ready to make their 
own Experiences a Rule to others, to be 
lift ccnlorious and more extended in their 
C - ariiv, ami this is an excellent Advan- 
tage indeed. The Work of God has been 
glorious' in irs Variety, it has the more- 
difpl ivrd the manifoldnefs and unlearch- 
abjenefs of the Wifdom of God, and 
v/ eht -note Charity amort g his People. 

E 5 There 
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There is a great Difference amone thofe ' 
that are converted as to the Degree of Hope I 
tnd Sattsfamont^t they have concerning | 
their own State. Some have a high de 
gree of Satisfadion in this Matter llmoft . 
conftantly : And yet it is rare that any do 
enjoy fo h,lJ an Aflurancc of their Interett 
m ChrtjJ diat Self-Examination fhould i f 
. feem needlefs to them 5 unlefs it be at par- I 
ticular Seafons, while in the actual enjoy- i i 
ment of fame great Difcovery, that God j 
gives of his Glory, and rich Grace in 
thrift to the drawing forth of extraordi- I 
nary A& of Grace. But the greater part, 
as they fometimes fall into dead Frames of 
spirit, are frequently exercifed with Scru- 
ples and Fears concerning their Condition. I 
i hey generally have an awful Appre- 
' henfion of the Dreadfulnefs and undoing 
£ ^Hope; and there Iras 

been obiervable in molt a great Camion, f < 
m in giving an account of their Expe- J 
nences, they fhould lay too much, and f 
ufc too ftrong Terms: And mjmy after they I 
have related their Experiences, have been 
greatly affiled with Fears, Jell they havr 
play'd the Hypocrite, and ufed ftiongc 
i erms than their Cafe would fairly allow f ! 
of; and yet could not find how they 
could correct themfelves. 

I think that the main ground of the 
Doubts and Fears that Perfons, af er their 

Con. 
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Converfion, have been exercifed with a- 
bout their own State, has been that they 
have found fo much Corruption remaining 
in their Hearts. At firft their Souls feem 
to be all alive, their Hearts are fixed, and 
their Affections flowing ; they feem to 
live quite above the World, and meet 
with but little Difficulty in religious Ex- 
ercifes ; and they are ready to think it 
wil! always befo: Tho 5 they are truly a- 
bufed under a Senfe of their Vilenefs by 
reafon of former Acts of Sin, yet they 
are not then fufficiently fenfible what Cor- 
ruption ftill remains in their Hearts; and 
therefore are furprized when they find that 
they begin to be in dull and dead Frames, 
to be troubled with wandering Thoughts 
in the time of publick and private Wor- 
fhip, and to be utterly unable to keep 
themfelves from 'em; alio when they 
find themfelves unaffected at Seafons in 
which, they think, there is the greateft Oo 
cafion to be affected ; and when they feel 
worldly Difpofitions working in them, 
and it may be Pride, and Envy, and 
ftirrings of Revenge, or fome ill Spirit 
towards: fome Perfon, that has injured 
them, as well as other workings of indwel- 
ling Sin : Their Hearts are almoft funk 
with the Difappointment ; and they are 
ready prctently to think that all this they 

have . 



84 A Narrative of late furprizing 
have met with is nothing, and that they 
are meer Hypocrites. 7 
' They are ready to argue, that if God had 
indeed done fuch great Things for them 
as they hoped, fuch Ingratitude would 
inconfiftent with it: They cry out of the 
Jiardnefs and wickednefs of their Hearts • 
and % there is fo much Corruption, 'that 
it ieems to them impffible that there Jhouldbe 
any Goodnefs there: and many of them feem 
to be much more fenfible how corrupt 
their Hearts are,, than ever they were before 
they were converted ; and fome have been 
too ready to be imprefs'd with Fear, that 
mltead of becoming better, they are grown 
much worfe, and make it an Argument 
againft the Goodnefs of their State But 
in truth, the Cafe feems plainly 'to be 
that now they feel the pain of their own 
Wound; they have a watchful Eye upon 
their Hearts, that they don't ufe to have • 
xhey take more notice what Sin is there* 
and Sin is now more burdenfome to 'em* 
they ftnve more againft it, and feel more 
or the Strength of it . 

They are fomewhat furpriz'd that thev 
ihould in this refpeft find themfelves fo 
different from the Idea that they general! v 
had entertained of godly Perfons ; for 
tho Grace be indeed of a far more excel- 
lent nature than they imagin'd, yet thofe 
tot ar.e godly have much lefs of it, and 

much 
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much more remaining Corruption, thin 
they thought. They never realized it, 
that Perfons were wont to meet with 
fuch Difficulties, after they were once con- 
verted. When they are thus exercife'd 
with Doubts about their State, through 
the- Deadnefs of their Frames of Spirit, 
as long as thefe Frames laft, they are 
commonly unable to fatisfy themfelves 
'of the Truth of their Grace, by all their 
Self-examination. When they hear of 
the Signs of Grace laid down for *em 
■tab try themfelves by, they are often fo 
clouded, that they dop't know how to 
apply them: they hardly know whether 
they have fuch. and fuch things in them 
or no, and whether they have experienced 
them or not: That which was fweeteft, 
and beft and moft diftinguifhing in their 
Experiences, they can't recover a fenfe 
or Idea of. But on a Return of the 
Influences of the Spirit of God, to re- 
vive the lively Aftings of Grace, the 
Light breaks through the Cloud, and 
Doubting and Darknefs foon vanifh a- 
way. * 

Perfons are often revived out of their 
dead and dark Frames, by religious Con- 
vention : while they are talkirg of 
divine things, or ever .they are aware, 
their Souls are carried away into holy 
Exercifes with abundant Pleafure. And 

ofcen- 
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oftentimes, while they are relating their 
paft Experiences to their Chriftian Bre- 
thren, they have a frefh fenfe of them 
revived, and the fame Experiences in a 
Degree again renewed. Sometimes while 
Perfons are exercifed in Mind with fe- 
veral Objections againft the Goodnefs of 
their State, they have Scriptures, one 
after another, coming to their Minds, 
to f anfwer their Scruples and unravel 
their Difficulties, exceeding appofite and 
proper to their Circumrtances ; by which 
means their Darknefsis fcattered 5 and often 
before the Beftowment of any new remarka- 
ble Comforts, efpecially after long continued 
Deadnefs and ill Frames, there are re- 
newed Humblings, in a great fenfe of 
their own exceeding Vilcnefs and Un- 
worthinefs, as before their firit Comforts 
were bellowed. 

Many in the Country have entertain'd 
a mean Thought of this great Work that 
there has been amongft us, from what 
they have heard of Imprejfions that have 
been made on Perfons Imaginations, But 
there have been exceeding great Mifre- 
prefentations, and innumerable falfe Re- 
ports concerning that Matter. Tis not, 
that I know of, the Profeffion or Opi! 
nion of any onePerfon in the Town, that 
any weight is to be laid on any tiling 
feen with the bodily Eyes ; I know the 

con- 
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»ntrary to be a receiv'd and efta- 
bliflied Principle amongft us. I cannot 
fay that there have been no Inftances 
of Perfons that have been ready to give 
too much heed to vain and ufelefs Ima- 
ginations 5 but they have been eafily 
corrected, and I conclude it will not 
be wondered at, that a Congregati- 
on fhouM need a Guide in fuch Cafes, 
to affift them in diftinguifhing Wheat 
from Chaff. But fuch Impreflions on the 
Imagination as have been more ufual, feem 
to me, to be plainly no other, than what 
is to be expedted in human Nature in fuch 
Circumftanccs, and what is the natural 
Refult of the ftrong Exercife of the 
Mind, and Impreflions on the Heart. 

I do not fuppofe that they themlelves 
imagined that they faw any thing with 
their bodily Eyes-, but only have had 
within them Ideas ftrongly imprefs'd, and 
as it were, lively Pictures in their 
Minds : As for inftance, fome when in 
great Terrours, through fear of Hell, 
have had lively Ideas of a dreadfiil Fur- 
nace. Some, when their Hearts have 
been ftrongly imprefs 5 d, and their Affecti- 
ons greatly moved with a fenfe of the Beauty 
and Excellency of Chrift, it has wrought 
on their Imaginations fo, that together 
with a fenfe of his glorious fpiritual Per- 
fections,, there has arifen in the Mind 

an 
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an Idea of one of glorious Majefty, and 
of a fweet and a gracious' Afpeft : 
So fome, when they have been greatly 
affefted with Chrift's Death, have at the 
fame time a lively Idea of CAr# hanging 
upon the Crofs, and of his Blood run-- 
ning from his Wounds ; which things 
won't be wondred at by them that have 
obferved how ftrong Affeftions about tem- 
poral Matters will excite lively Ideas 
andPichres of different things in the Mind. 

But yet the vigorous Exercife of 
the : Mind, does doubtlefs more ftrong. 
ly imprcfs it with imaginary Ideas, m 
Tome than others, which probably may 
anie from the dirierence of Conftitution, 
and feems evidently i;i fome, partly to 

their P ec;l!iar Circumftances : 
When Perfons have been exercifed with 
extreme Terrours, and there is a fudden 
change to Light and Joy, the Imagina- 
tion feems more fufceptive of ftrong I- 
deas y and the inferior Powers, and even 
the Frame of the Body, is much more 
afTe&ed and wrought upon, than when 
the fame Perfons have as great fpi ri- 
tual Light and Joy afterwards ; of which 
it might, perhap , be eafy to give a Rea- 
fon. j The forementioned Rev d . MerT." 
Lord and Owen, who, I believe, are e- 
fteem'd Perfons of Learning and Dif- 
cret:oa where they are belt knoWn, de- 
clared 
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clarcd that they found thefe Imprejions 
on Perfons Imaginations, quite different 
things from what Fame had before re* 
prefented to them, and that they were 
what none need to wonder at, or be {tum- 
bled by, or to that purpofe. 

There have indeed been fome few In- 
ftances, of Impreffions on Perfons Imagi- 
nations^ that have been fomething myf- 
terious to me, and I have been at a lofs 
about them ; for tho* it has been ex- 
ceeding evident to me by many things 
that appear'd in them, both then (when 
they related them) and afterwards, that 
they indeed had a great fenfe of. the fpi- 
ritual Excellency of Divine Things 9fr - 
companying them.; yet I have not been 
able well to iatisfy myfelf, whether their 
imaginary Ideas have been more than 
could naturally arife from their fpiritual 
Senfe of things. However, I have ufed 
the utmoft Caution in fuch Cafes great 
Care has been taken both^ in publick 
and in private to teach Perfons the dif- 
* ference between what is fpiritual and what 
is merely imaginary. I have often warned 
Perfons not to lay the ftrefs of their Hope 
on any Ideas of any outward Glory, or 
any external thing whatfoever, and have 
met v/ith no Oppofition in fuch foftrue? 
tions. But 'tis not ftrange if fome weak, 
er Perfons, in giving an account of their 

Exoeri- 
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Experiences, have not fo prudently dif- 
trnguilhed between the fpiritual and ima- 
ginary Part ; which feme that have not 
been well affected to Religion, might 
take advantage of. 5 

There has been much talk in many 
parts of the Country, as tho' the People have 
fymbolized with the Quakers, andthe Qua- 
kersthemfelves have been moved with fuch 
Keports 5 and came here, once and again, 
hoping to find good Waters to fifo in • 
but without the leaft Succefs, and feem 
to be difcouraged and have left off com- 
ing. There have alfo been Reports fpread 
about the Country, as tho' the firft 
Occafion of fo remarkable a Concern on 
Peoples Mmds here, was an Apprehen- 
fion that the World was near to an end 
which was altogether a falfe Report : In- 
deed after this Stirring and Concern became 
lo general and extraordinary, as has been re- 
lated the Minds of f ome were filled with 
Speculation, what fo great a Difpenfation 
of divine Providence might forebode- 
and fome Reports were heard from a- 
broad, as tho' certain Divines and o- 
thers thought the Conflagration was nigh • 
but fuch Reports were never generally 
looked upon worthy of Notice. 

The Work that has now been wrought 
on Souls is evidently the fame that was 
wrought in^-my venerable Predeceffor's 

Days i 
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Days •, as I have had abundant Oppor- 
tunity to know, having been m the Mi- 
niftry here two Years with h.m, and 
fo converfed with a confiderab.le Num- 
ber that my Grandfather thought to be 
favinely converted in that time ; and 
bavin* been particularly acquainted with 
the Experiences of many that Brecon, 
verted under his Mmiftry before And 
I know no one of them, that in the 
leaft doubts of its being the fame Spi- 
rit and the fame Work. Perfons have 
now no otherwife been fubjed to ,1m, 
preflions on their Imaginations, than for- 
merly : The Work is of the fame na- 
ture and has not been attended with a- 
ny extraordinary Circumftances excep- 
ting fuch as are analogous to the ex- 
traordinary degree- of it before defer - 
bed And God's People, that were for- 
me ly converted, have now partook at 
Z Tame Shower of divine Bkffing, m 
the renewing, firengthening ^ n gln- 
fiuences of the Spirit of God, that others 
have, in his converting Influences, and the 
Work here has alfo been plainly the lame 
with that, which has been wrought in 
thofe of other Places that have been men- 
tioned, as partaking of the fame Bld- 
fing. I have particulary converfed with 
Perfons about their Experiences that be- 
long to all parts of the Country, and 
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% various p :!r ts of CemeMicut, where a 
rehgmus Concern has lately appeared and 
*2 *f ,nt °™^of the ExLenVe 0 f 
many others * y their ownPfc ' 
Accon n rH yP T Ceived b > ? the ^egoiflg 

Pr o o v f ry ver ? much 

freelv one Pe ° P l e J,ere ' t0 co «verfe 
tredy o ne wuh tf 

m Ex psnences ; which is a thing that 

-anyWebeendilgufteda, E.tho^ te 

ZL < p my W ' inlbm e rejects 
gone to extremes in it, yet 'tis doubt S' 

Towf *S* ^ he Circimftances of S 
■i own, and neighbouring Towns his 
Rurally led them into* V/T .bever 
P ople are ,n fuch Circumltances, 5 

a D^I the \ Mi " ds engaged 'to 5 
a i^gree, in the fame Affair, that Hk 
ever uppermoft in their Though 7* ti3 
naturally make it the Subjecf of 
Convention one with another when hev 
g« together, in which they 3 £ 
more and more free: ReLtote^M 
loon vamih ; and they will not con^ea 

frZ uk-t been atte nded with many 
good EMs, and what God has greatly b ef- 
fedamongftus: But it muft "be S 
t^re may have been fome ill Snfe 

IaKi t0 tiie ,nd 'foeet Management of it 

than 
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than to the Practice it felf: and none 
can wonder, if among fuch a multitude 
fome fail of exercifmg fo much Prudence 
in choofing the time, manner, and oc- 
.canon of fuch Difcourfe, as is defirea- 
ble. 

But to give a e'ear :r Idea of the Na- 
ture and Manner of the Operations of 
God's Spirit, in this wonderful Effufion 
of it, I would give an Account of two 
mi t cala'r Injiances. The firfl: is an Adult 
.Perfiii, a young Woman whofe Name 
{was Abigail Hutchison. I pitch u;.?on her 
efpecially becaufe flie is nevdead, andfo it 
-maybe more fit to fpeak freely of her than 
; of living Inftances : tho' I am under iar 
greater Diliidvantages, on other accounts, 
to give a full and clear Narrative of 
her Experiences, than I might of fome 0- 
thers •, nor- can any Account be .given but 
what has been retain'd in the Memories of 
her near Friends, and fome others, of 
what they have heard her exprefs in her 
life-time. 

She was of a rational unclerftanding 
: Family : there could be nothing in her 
.Education that tended to Enthufmfm, but 
rather to the contrary extreme. 'Tis in no 
wife the Temper of the Family to be 
oltentatious of Experiences^ and it was 
.far from being her Temper. She was 
. before her Converfior, to the Oblerva- 

tion 
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tion of her Neighbours, of a fober and 
inoffenfive Converfation ; and was a ftill, 
quiet, refervM Peribn. She had long 
been infirm • of Body, but her Infirmity 
had never been obferved at all to incline 
her to be notional or fanciful, or to oc- 
cafion any thing of religious Melancholy. 
She was under Awakenings fcarccly a 
Week, before there feem'd to be plain 
Evidence of her being favingly conver- 
ted. 

She was firfl: awakened in the Win- 
ter Seafon, on Monday, by fomething 
fhe heard her Brother fay of the Ne- 
ceffity of being in good earned in feeking 
regenerating Grace, together with the 
News of the Converfion of the young 
Woman before mention'd, whofe Converfi- 
on fo generally affefted moft of the young 
People here. This News wrought much 
upon her, and ftirr'd up a Spirit of En- 
vy in her towards this young Woman, 
whom fhe thought very unworthy of be- 
ing diftirt^uilhed from others by fuch a 
Mercy but withal it engaged her in 
a firm Refolution to do her utmofl: to 
obtain the feme Bleffing; and confide- 
ring with herfetf what Courfe fhe fhould 
take, Ihe thought, that Ihe had not a 
fufficient Knowledge of the Principles of 
Religion, to render her capable of Con- 
verfion \ whereupon Ihe refolved thorough- 
ly 

5 
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ly to fearch the Scriptures ; and accor- 
dingly immediately began at the begin- 
ning of the Bibl& intending to read it 
through. She continued thus till Thurf- 
day : and then there was a fudden Alte- 
ration, by a great Increafe of her Concern, 
in an extraordinary fenfe of her own Sin- 
fulnefs, particularly the Sinfulnefs of her 
Nature, and Wickednefs of her Heart, 
which came upou her ( as fhe expreffed 
it) as a Flafh of Lightning, and ftruck 
her into an exceeding Terrour. Upon 
which fhe left off reading the Bible in 
Courfe as fhe had begun, and turned 
to the New-Teftament, to fee if fhe could 
not find fome relief there for her di£ 
treffed Soul. 

Her great Terrour fhe faid was, that fhe 
bad firfd againft God : Her Diftrefs grew 
more and more for three Days until (as fhe 
faid) fhe fiiw nothing but Blacknefs of Dark* 
nefs before her, and her very Flejh trem* 
bled for fear of God*s wrath : fhe won- 
dred and was aftonifhed at herfelf, that 
fie had been fo concerned for her. Body % 
and had applied fo often to Phyftcians to 
heal that, and had ncgleffed her Soul. 
Her Sinfulnefs appeared with a very aw- 
ful AfpecT: to her, efpecially in three 
things, (viz.) her Original Sin, and her 
Sin in murmuring at God's Providence, 
in the Weaknefs and Afflictions fhe had 

been 
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been under, and in want of Duty to 
Parents, tho" 5 others, had look'd upon her 
to excel in Dutifulne&j On Saturday, (he 
was fo earne% engaged in reading the 
Bible and other Books, that ihe continu- 
ed in it, fearching for fome thing to re- 
lieve her, till her Eyes were io dim, 
that fhe could not know the Letters' 
Whilft foe was thus engaged in Reading,' 
Prayer, and other religious Exercifcs, fhe 
thought of thofe Words of Cbrift, where- 
in he warns us not to be as the Ilea-* 
then, that think they flail be heard for 
'their much /peaking-, which, fhe faid, led 
m t0 lee ^at me had trulted to her 
own Prayers and religious Performances, 
and now fhe was put to a nonplus, and' 
knew not which way to turn herfelf, cr 
Hvhere to feek Relief. 

While her Mind was in this Pofture 
her Heart, (lie faid, 'feem'd to fly to 
-the Mbifter for Refuge, hoping that he 
could give her fome -Relief. She came 
the fame Day to her Brother, with the 
Countenance of a Perfon in diftrefs, ex- 
poftulating with him, why he had not 
told her more of her Sinfuinefs, and 
earneftJy enquiring of him what fhe ffiqujd 
do. She feem'd that Day to feci in herfelf 
an Enmity againft the Bible, which ffiteacly 
affrighted her. f Her fenfe of her own ex- 
ceeding Sinfuinefs continued increafingfrom 

Ttur/day 
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ur/day till Monday ; and fhe gave this 
account of it, that it had been an Opinion, 
which till now Ihe had entertained, that 
ihe was not guilty of ddam's Sin, nor a- 
ny way concerned in it, becaufe Ihe was 
not a&ive in it \ but that now flie faw 
ihe was guilty of that Sin, and all over 
defiled by it and that the Sin which fhe 
brought into the World with her, was 
•alone fufficient to condemn her. 
I On the Sabbath-day Ihe was fo ill that her 
Friends thought it not beft that ihe mould go 
I ;to publick Worfhip, ofwhich fhefeem'd ve- 
ry defirous: But when fhe went to Bedon the 
SMath-dayNxght, fhe took up a Refolution 
that flie would the next Morning go to the 
Minifter, hoping to find fome Relief there. 
As fhe awaked on Monday Morning, a little 
before day, flie wondered within herfelf at 
theEafinefsandCalmnefs 'fhe felt in herMmd, 
which was of that kind which fhe never felt 
before \ as fhe thought of this, fuch Words 
as thefe were in her Mind ; The Words 0/ the 
Lord are pure Words, Health tox\vz Soul, and 
Marrow to theBones : And then thefe Words 
came to her Mind, the Blood o/Chrift clean- 
[fes from all Sin; which were accompanied 
with a lively fenfcof the Excellency of Chrifi^ 
and his Sufficiency to fatisfy for the Sins 
of the whole World. She then thought of 
that Expreffion, ' l is a plea/ant thing /or 
the Eyes to behold the Sun j which Words 
F then 
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Uhpn fcem'd to her to be very applica- 
;.bT^ to Jefus Cbnjl. By thefc things her 
M$id was led into fuch Contemplations 
aria Views cf Chrift, as fill'd her exceed- 
ing full of Joy. She told her Brother 
in the Morning that fhe had feen(i, e. in re- 
alizing Views by Faith) Chrifiihe laft Night, 
and that fhe had really thought that fie 
tad not Knowledge enough to be. converted - x 
but, lays (he, , God can make it quite eafyl 
On Monday flic felt all day a confhnt 
JSweetnefs in her Soul. She had a Repetition 
of the fameDifcov.erys of Chrift three Mor- 
nings together, that fhe had on Monday 
Morning, .and much in the fame manner, 
at each time, waking a little before day ; 
but brighter and brighter every time. 

At the lad time on Wednesday Morning, 
while in the Enjoyment of a fpiritual 
View of Cbrijl's Glory and Fulneti, her 
Soul was filled with Diftrefs for;Chriftlefi 
Perfons, to confider what z miserable 
Condition they were in: and- fhe felt in 
herfelf a ftrong Inclination immediately 
to go forth to warn Sinners ; and propofed 
it the nex;t Day to her Brorher to aflift 
.her in going from houfe to houfe ; bat 
her Brother reftrain'd her, by telling her 
of the unfuitablenefs of fuch a Method. 
She told one of her Sifters that Day, 
that fhe loved air Mankind, but efpe daily 
the People of God. Her Sifter afked her 
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'why fhe loved all Mankind ? She reply'd 
! -becaufe God had made them. After this, 
there happen'd to come into the Shop 
f where fhe was at work, three Perfons 
Iphat were thought to have been lately 
.converted-, her feeing them as they ftep'd 
Wui one after another into the Door, ho 
: affefted her, and fo drew forth her love to 
Bifthem; that it overcame her, and fhe al- 
■froft fainted : And when they bqgan to 
I$Mk of the things of Religion, it wm 
Rgriore than fhe could bear; they wereob- 
Jicrcd to ceafe on that account. It was 
BTvery frequent thing with her to be 
Overcome with a flow of Affeftion to 
'them that fhe thought Gddly, m Con- 
f^erfation with them, and fometimcs on- 
I jy at the Sight of tflem. 

She had many extraordinary Difcove- 
Ifies of- the Glory ,of God and Cbrifi \ 
|f6meftmes, in ibme particular Attribute^ . 
MM foitietimes in many. She gave an 
Account; that once, as thofe four Words 
•paffed thro' her Mind, WISDOM, 
JUSTICE, GOODNESS, ani 
TRUTH, her Soul was fill'd with a 
Rffcnfe of the Glory of each of thefe di- 
vine Attributes, but efpecially the laft •, 
Truth; feid (he, funk the deepeft ! Ana 
therefore as thefe Words pafs'd, this was 
Wated, TRUTH, TRUTH! Her 
Mind was fo fwallowed up with a ienle 
F 2 ot 
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of the Glory of God's Truth and other 
Perfeftions, that me faid, it feem ; d "fs< 
tW her Life was going, and that fhe 
faw it was eafy with God to take away 
her Life by Difcoveries of himfelf Soon 
after this fhe went to a private religi- 
ous Meeting, and her Mind was ful!° 0 f 
a Scnfe and View of the Glory of God 
all the Time 5 and when the Exercife 
was ended, fome afked her concerning 
what lhe had experienced : and fhe bt- 
gan to give -them an Account ; but as 
lhe was relating it, -it revived fuch a 
Scnfe of the lame Things, that her Strengtli 
faiW ; and they were oblig'd to take 
her, and lay her upon the Bed. After- 
wards flie was greatly arretted, and re- 
joured with thefe Words, Worthy is tie 
Lamb that was Jlain. 

She had feveral Days together a fweet 
fenfe of the Excellency and Loveli- 
nefs of Cbrift in his Meeknefs, which 
difpofed her continually to be repeating 
over thefe Words, which were fweet to 
her, MEEK AND LOWLY IN 
HEART, MEEK AND LOWLY 
IN HEART. She once exprefs'd her- 
ielf to one of her Sifters, to this pur- 
pofe, that flie had continued whole Days 
and whole Nights, in a conftant raviftog 
View of the Glory of God and CM 
having enjof d as much as her Life couU 
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feear. Once as her Brother was fpeak- 
ing of the dying Love of Chrift, (hz told 
him that fhe had fuch a fenfe of it, that 
the meer Mentioning it was ready to 
overcome her. 

Once, when lhe came to me, flie told 
how that at fuch andfuch a time fhe thought 
(lie faw as much of God, and had as much Joy 
ana Pleafure as was poffible in this Life, 
and that yet afterwards God difcover'd 
himfelf yet far more abundantly, and flie 
few the fame things that flie had feen be- 
fore, yet more clearly, and in another, 
and far more excellent and delightful man- 
ner, and was filled with a more exceed- 
ing Sweetnefs •, lhe likewife gave me 
fuch an Account of the Senfe (he once 
had, from day to day, of the Glory of 
Chrifi, and of God, in his various Attri- 
butes, that it feem'd to me lhe dwelt 
for Days together in a kind of bea- 
tific Vifion of God , and feem'd to have, 
a3 I thonght y as immediate an Intercourfe 
with him, as a Child with a Father t 
and at the feme time, fne appeared moft 
remote from any high Thought of her- 
felf, and of her own Sufficiency ; but 
was like a little Child, and expreffed a 
* great Dcfire to be inftrufted, telling me 
that flie longed very often to come to 
me for Inftru&ion, and wanted to live 
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at my Houfe, that I might tell her her 
Duty. 

She often acpreffed a fenfeof the Glory 
of God appearing in "the Trees, and Growth 
of the tidds, and other Works of God's 
Hands. She told her Sifter that Jived 
near the Heart of the Town, that me 
once thought it a pleafant thing to live 
m the middle of the Town, but now, 
fays Jhe, / think it much mere plea/ant 
to jit and fee the Wind blowing the frees, 
and to behold in the Country what God has 
made. She had fometimes the powerful 
Breathings of the Spirit of God on her 
Soul, while -reading the Scripture, and 
would exprefs a fenfe that fhe had of 
the certain Truth and Divinity there- 
of. She fometimes would appear with 
a. p.eafaat Smile on her Countenance ; 
and once when her Sifter took no- 
tice of it and aiked why fhe fmiled, 
me reply 'd, I m brim-full of a fiottt feti- 
ng within! She often ufed to exprefs 
how good and fweet it was to lie low be- 
fore God, and the lower (fays fhe) the bet- 
ter! and that it was pleafant to think cf ly- 
ing in the Duft, all the Days of her Life, 
mourning for Sin. She was wont to ma- 

a%? great folfe of her own Mcannefs 
and Dependance. She often exprefs'd an 
exceeding Companion, and pitiful Love, 
JAdiich ihe found in her Heart towards 
HH&k : H Perfons 
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ftrfons in a Chriftlefs Condition * which 
was fometimes fo ftrong that as fhe ^ 
afline by fuch in the ftreets, or thole 
TL L'd were fuch, the would be o- 
ercome by the Sight of them. She once 
feid, that (he longed tohave ^whok J V^ 
faved me wanted, as it were, to fu.l 
detail to her ; fee could not bear to 
have one left. . ,. , * 

She had great Longings to die, that 11 e 
Whtbewitht^i which increased til. 
^thought Ihe did not know how tobe pa- 
tient to wait till God's time ihoiud com.. JJut 
oS when fbe felt thofe Longmgs, flg 
thoughtwithherfelf, If ling 
• JgotoPhyfidans? Whencefhe concluded that 
hf Longings for Death were not well regu- 
fated. jfteTthis iheoften put it to herfelt 
which Ihe mould choofe, whether tohveo. 
to die, to be fick, or to be well 5 andlhe . 
foundlhe could not tell, tillatloft fnefound 
herfelfdifpofedtofaythefeWords-,7.^?^ 
willing to live, andouitt willmg 
willing to befiek, and qutle wdhng to be.e, 
endquite willmg M tiny tbmgthatGdwL 
Mng upon me / And then, faid fhe, Jfdt myfelf 
perfectly eafy, ina full Submiffion to the Will 
W<M. She thenlameiued much tlut Ihe 
h id been foeager in her Longings for Death,. 
S argued want of fuch a Reflation to 
Sod, bought to be. She feemj hencefor- 
ward to continue in this reftgned Frame 1 
Death. - F 4 ASS 
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wlltng to fuffer fi r c£w? J '{ am 
filing to J / end { nd Ufjpl » 
Jake, lam filing to fJT/fr /tS 
2 very Ufi for llrjft%fi ^ ™ 
we had an extraordinary P„r • 
with refped to Life or n T^tion, 

wth a pleafant SmiJe • inH L- Ppe ? r d 

her to think of t'b^ ^V* 
eumftances. At another t f m 
Brother mention'd to her riu. n , . 

^tobethatthel^^Ten^ 
fcour^d under, might h^nn r ien ia ~ 

was feted muc h in her Th ° f lC 
inward A^fe^ 

was 
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was perfe&ly liquid, and but very little 
of that, and with great and long Smug- 
glings and Stranglings, that which fhe 
took in, flying out at her Noftrils, till 
fhe at lad cou'd fwallow nothing at all: 
She had a raging Appetite to Food, fo 
that (he told her Sifter, when talking 
with her about her Circumftances, that^the 
word Bit that fhe threw to her Swine, 
would be fweet to her : but yet when fhe 
faw chat fhe could not fwallow it, fhe 
feem'd to be as perfefily contented with- 
out it, as if " fhe had no Appetite to it. 
Odiers were greatly moved to fee what 
fhe underwent, and were fill'd with Ad- 
miration at her unexampled Patience. At 
a Time when fhe was ftriving in vain 
to get down a little Food, fomething 
liquid, and was very much fpent with it * 
fhe look'd up on her Sifter with a Smile, 
faying, 0 Sifter, this is for my Good! At a- 
nother time," when her Sifter was fpeaking 
of what fhe underwent, Ihe told her, that 
flie litfd an -Heaven upon Earth for all that. 
She ufed fometimes to fay to her Sifter, 
under her extreme Sufferings, It is good 
to befol Her Sifter once afked her, why 
ihe faid fo, why, fays Ihe, becaufe God 
would have it fo : It is beft that things Jbeuld 
be as God would have 'em : It looks beft 
to me. After her Confinement, as they . 
were leading her from the Bed to the 
F 5 Poor 
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Door, fhe fxm'd overcome by the Sight 
of things abroad, a/foewing forth The 
G.ory o the Being that had made them. 
As me lay on her Death-bed, fhe would 
often fay thefe Words, God is my Friend!. 
And once looking up on her Sifter, with 
a Smile, faid 0 Sifter! How good it is! 
How facet and comfortable it is to con- 
fer and think of heavenly things! and 
»«cd this Argument to perfuade her Sit 
ter to be much hj fuch Meditations. 

2>i»e exprefs'd on her Death-Bed, an 
exceeding Longing, both for Pcrfons in a 
neural State, that they might be conver- 
ted, and for the Gcdly that they might 
Jet and know more of God. And when 

rf e n.i f h f c Jooked 0" themfelves as in a 
Uiriftlefs State came to fee her, foe 
would be greatly moved with compaf- 
fonate Affection. One in particular that 
fcemd to be in great diftrefs about the 
State of her Soul, and had come to fee 
her Irom time to time, foe defired her 
Sitter to perfuade not to come* any more, 
becaufe the Sight of her fo wrought on 
her Companions, that it overcame her 
Nature The fame Week that foe died 
when foe was in diftreffing Circumftances 
as to her Body, fome of the Neighbours 
Urn came to fee her, aflced if foe was 
willing to die? She reply'd, that foe 
,was gift wiling either to live or die fhe 

was 
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ms -Ming to be in pin ; fhe was willing 
to be fo always as fhe was then if that 
was the Will of God. She willedwhat God 
viUed Theyafked her whether foe was 
' willing to die that Night? Sheanfwerd, 
Tts if it be God's Will. Andfeemdto 
fpeak all with that perfeft compofure oF 
Soiritr, and with fucha cheariul and p.ea- 
fant Countenance, that it filled foem with 
Admiration. . 

She was very weak a confiderable time 
before foe died, having pined away with 
Famine and Thiift, fo that her Flefo 
feem'ii to be dried upon her B^nes-, and 
therefore could fay bat little and mam- 
felted her Mind very much by Signs 
She faid foe had Matter enough to fill up a I 
her time with Td'k, if fa had but Strength 
A few Days before her Death, fome af- 
ked her, whether Ihe held her Inty** 
m* Whether (he was not afraid of 
Death I She anfwered to this parpofe, 
that Ihe had not the leaft Degree oi fear 
of Death. They afeed her why would 
he Co confident? She anfwered, JJIJbmld. 
fay otherwife, I fimld fveak contrary ft 
Jhat I know : there is, fays ihe, indeed, 
a dark Entry, that looks Jomethmg dark, 
but on the other Side there appears Jucb 
a bright fhining Light, that I cannot 
le afraid ! She faid not long betore foe 
died that Ihe ufid • be afraid how 
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™*g irsp* jtb Death-, but, <L 
ihe, has flawed me that be can m/kl 

we ihe died, fhe could fatrcely (ay wv 

were afked her, for fhe ieem'd to be 
dying for three Days together , but Wd 
to continue m an admirable Vweet Gom 

?ote%f ft S iT h H° Utany 
«J me lalt, and died as a Perfon rfc** 

went to fleep, without any 
•bout Noon on £ «g» 

She had long been infirm, and often 
had been exercifed wi:h cr rea t P a ; n ^ 
Ae died chiefly of FaS. ' w f 

S ef r' Pt rtly L ° win S to her bod fc 
Weaknefs, that her Nature was fo often 
overcome, and ready to fink w th 

%T<h*tT* but ^ ^e truth S 
{iat flie had more Grace, and qreaS 
Difcovcncs of God and Chrijl, tSn £ 
prefent frail State did well c^fifl w i3f 
She wanted to be where ftrong Grace 

Sn" mo f Li ^ -diS 

out the CJog of a weak Body; there fhe 
longed to be, and there lie doubtldi 
now is. She was lookedupon amongft uf 
g a very eminent Inftance of Chrlftian 
Experience; but this is but a very b 0 
fcen and imperfeft Account I Se £T 
of her: Her Eminency would mufh 
mm appear, if kr Experiences wTre 
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i fully related, as Ihe was wont to exprefs, 
I and manifeft them, while living. I once 
read this Account to fome of her pious 
Neighbours, who were acquainted with 
her, who faid, to this purpofe, that the 
PWure fell much Jhort of the Life% and 
f particularly that it much fail'd of duly 
repreienting her Humility, and that ad- 
mirable Lowlinefs of Heart, that at all 
times appeared in her. But there are, 
(bleffed be God!) many living Inftances, 
of much the like nature, and in fome 
Things no lets extraordinary. 

But I now proceed to the other Inflcwce 
that I would give an Account of, which 
is of the little Child fore-mention'd. Her 
Name is Phebe Bartlet, Daughter of 
Willi am Bart let. I fhall give the Account 
as I took it from the mouths of her Pa- 
rents, whofe Veracity none that know 
them doubt of. 

She was born in March, in the yeat 
173 1. About the latter end of April, or 
beginning of May, 1735* fhe was great- 
ly affefted by the talk of her Brother, 
who had been hopefully converted a little 
before, at about eleven years of Age, 
and then ferioufly talked to her about the 
great Things of Religion. Her Parents 
did not know of it at that time, and were 
not wont, in the Counfels they gave to 
their Children, particularly to direft 

them 
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themfelves to her, by reafon of her being 
fo young, and as they fuppofed not ca- 
pable of Undemanding : but after her 
Brother had talked to her, they obferved 
her very earneftly to liften to the Advice 
they gave to the other Children 5 and /he 
was obferved very conftantly to retire, 
feveral times in a Day, as was concluded, 
for fecret Prayer 5 and grew more and 
more engaged in Religion, and was more 
frequent in her Clofet j till at laft fhe 
was wont to vifit it five or fix times in a 
Day: and was fo engaged in it, that no- 
thing would at any Time divert her from 
her ftated Clofet Exercifes. Her Mo- 
ther often obferved and watched her, when 
uch Things occurred, as Ihe thought moft 
Ucely to divert her, either by putting it 
out of her Thought S ,orotherwife engaging 
her Inclinations ; but never could obferve 
her to fail. She mention^ fome very re- 
markable Inftances. 

I Si l% ° nce own acccrd fpake of 

her Unfuccefsfulnefs, in that fhe could 
r,ot find God, or to that purpofe But 
on Thurfiay the .laft Day of about 
the middle of the Day, the Child being 
in theC ofct, where it ufed to retire, its 
Mother heard it fpcaking aloud } which 
was unufual, and never had been obferved 
before : And her Voice feemed to be as 
of one exceeding importunate and en- 
gaged} 
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meed; but her Mother could diftin&ly 
hear only thefe Words, (fpoken in her 
childilh Manner, but feemed to be fpoken 
with extraordinary- earneft'nefs,' and out 
of Diftrefs of Soul,) PRAT BLESSED 
LORD give me Sakatwr! I PRAY, BEG 
far ion all my Sins! When the Child had 
done Prayer, fhe came out of the Clofet, 
and came and fat down by her Mother, and 
cried out aloud. Her Mothervery earneftly 
afked her feveral times, what the matter 
was, before fhe would make any Anfwer-, 
but' fbe continued exceedingly crying, 
and wreathing her Body to and fro, like 
one in anguifh of Spirit. Her Mother 
then afked her,, whether Ihe was afraid 
that God would not give her Salvation. 
She then anfwered jw, I am afraid I Jhall 
ge ts HeM Her Mother then endeavoured 
to quiet her, and told her fhe would not 
have her cry, fhe mujl be a good Girl, 
and pray every Day, and fhe hoped _ God 
would give her Salvation. But this did not 
quiet her at all ; but fhe continued thus 
earneftly crying, and. taking on for fome 
time, till at length fhe fuddenly ceafed 
crying, and began to fmile, and prefent- 
ly faid with a failing Countenance, Mo- 
ther, the Kingdom of Heaven is come to me! 
Her Mother was furprized at the fudden 
Alteration, and at the Speech ; and knew 
not what to make of it, but at firft faid 

nothing 
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nothing to her. The Chiid prefently 
ipake again, and faid, there is another 
come to me, and there is another, there is 
three; and being afked what me meant, 
fte anfwered one is, Thy ■ V ;U be done, and 
there u another, Enjoy him for e-oer , by 
which it feems that when the Child QM 
thire is three come to me, fte meant three 
Paflages of its Catechifm that came to her 
Mind. 

k After the Child had faid this, fh e re- 
tired again into her Qlofef, and her Mo- 
thcr went over to her Brother'*, who was 
next Neighbour; and when fhe came 
back, the Child, being come out of the 
CJofet, meets her Mother with this chear- 
fid Speech, I can find God now ! referring 
to what fiie had before complained of thai 
ihe could not find God. then the Child 
fpoke again, and faid, / love God! her 
Mother afked her, bow well fhe loved Go ) 
whether fhe loved God better than her Fa- 
ther and Mother, fhe faid yes. Then ft- 
afked her whether fhe loved God better 
than her little Sifter Rachel. She anfwer- 
ed yes better than any thing! Then her 
elder Sifter, referring to her fayine fhe. 
could find God now, afked her where fhe 
could find God. She anfwered in. Heaven: 
W hy hid fhe, have you been in Heaven ? 
No fud the Child. By this it feems not* 
to have been any Imagination of any thing 
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feen with bodily Eyes, that flie called 
God, when fhe faid I can find God now. 
Her Mother afked her whether fhe was 
afraid of going to Hell, and that had made 
her cry. She anfwered, yes, I was ; but 
now 1 han't. Her Mother afked her whe- 
ther fhe thought that God had given her 
Salvation : She anfwered, yes. Her Mo- 
ther afked her, when. She anfwered, to-day*. 
She appeared all that Afternoon exceed- 
ing chearful and joyful. One of the 
Neighbours afked 'her, how fhe felt her 
felf? Sheanfwer'd, I feel better than I did. 
The Neighbour afked her, what made 
her feel better : She anfwered, God makes 
me. That Evening as fhe lay a-bed, fhe 
called one of her little Coufins to her that 
was prefent in the Room, as having fome- 
thing to fay to him ; and when he came, 
fhe told him, that Heaven was better than 
Earth. The next day being Friday, her 
Mother aflting her her Catechifm, afked 
her what God made her for : She anfwered 
to ferve him, and added, every body fhould 
ferve God, and get an Intereji in Ghrift. 

The fame Day the elder Children, 
when they came home from School, feem- 
ed much affe&ed with the extraordinary 
Change that feemed to be made in Phebe: 
And her Sifter Abigail ftanding by, her 
Mother took occafion to counfel her, now 
to improve her Time, to prepare for ano- 
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therWorld: On which Pbebe burft our 
in 1 ears, and criedsout Poor Nabby ' Her 
Mother told her ; /he would not live £ 

^Salvation; bat that did not quiet 
ner, but /he continued earneftly crying for 
feme time 5 -and when mehadinam'a- 
Jure ceded, her Sifter Eunice ■ being by 

le h H exce ^ in Sty;- and when 

Ac had akioft dow, Ihe went into ano- 

S,fterAW: and burft out again, crying 

teftcd at f„ch a Behaviour in the Child 

and knew not what to fay to her. One of 

1* Neighbours coming in a little after, 

afked her what /he had cried for. She 

SEFJ "M^wardtoteJl the Rea! 

;h?r'p J r M0 r hCr , t0!d her ^ might tell 
tha Perfon, f or he ^ ^wher ^ 

caujc Iht was afraid they -would go to mi 

H; ht a cer , fcliil Miid fter, that was 
occafionaliy in the Town, was at the 
Houfe and talked confidently with her, 

f Rd - ion ' Rafter he 
»as gone /he fat leaning on the Table, with 
I ears running out of her -Eyes: And be- 
ing afked what made her cry, /he £ud it 
^ tknhng about God. Trie next Day 
^Saturday, -fa feeflfed great part of 
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the Day to be in a very affectionate 
Frame, had four turns of Crying, and 
feemed to endeavour to curb her felt, and 
hide her Tears, and was very back wart 
to talk of the occafion of it. On the Sab- 
bath Day /he was aiked whether /he be- 
lieved in God; /he. anfwercd yes: And 
being told that Chrift was the Son of God, 
/he made ready Anfwer, and faid, / know 

1 From tfiisT-ime there has appeared a 
very remarkable abiding Change in the 
Child: She has been very drift upon the 
Sabbath •, and feems to long for the Sab- 
bath Day before it comes, and will often 
in the Week-time be enquiring how long 
it is to the Sabbath Day, and muft have 
the Days particularly counted over that 
are- between* before /he will be contented:. 
And /he feems to love God's Houfe, is 
very eager to go thither : Her Mother once 
afked her why /he had fuch a mind to go? 
whether it was not to fee fine Folks? 
She faid no, it was to hear Mr. Edwards 
f reach. When /he is in the place of Wor- 
ihip, Ihe is- very far from fpendingher- 
Time there as Children at her Age ufu il- 
ly do, but appears with an Attention that 
is very extraordinary for fuch a Child. 
She alfo appears. very defirous at all Op- 
portunities to go to private religious Meet- 
ings ; and is very . Hill and attentive at 

Home, 
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Home in Prayer-time, and has appeared 
affected in tune of Family-Prayer She 
^ems to delight much in hearing religion 
Conve rf -:uon : When I once was E 
w|h fome others that were Strangers, and 
talked to her fomething of Religion ft 
fcemed more than ordinarily attentive; 

vervt^l W T g ° ne ' fte ,wked ' «»t 
W/£y after u S> andfaid) Iwipth 

y*ldcomea gai n! Her Mother afked her 

*ear of God before her Eyes, and an ex- 
traordinary -Dread of Si/ againft him ; 
of which her Mother mentioned the foil 
owing remarkable Inftance. Some time 
fAuguft, the laft Year, /he went with 

fomebiggerChildren,togetfomePlumbs, 
in a Neighbour's Lot, knowing nothing 
of any harm in what fee did • but when 

Hou/c her Mother mildly, reproved her 
^atodher that fhe r, uj Lt\et pSs 
wtbout leave becaufe it was &; God bad 
command her not to fled. The Child 
eemed greatly furprized, and burft out 

p;I7> ' ai ? cned ° l,t ' 1 "*>»'< ha ™ 
Plumbs! and turning to her Sifter Eunice, 

very earneftly faid to her, why did you alk 
rneto go to that Plumb-Tree? I fhould not 
have gene if you had not afked me The 
other Children did not feci to be much 

affected 
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affe&ed or concerned ; but there was no 
-pacifying Phebe. Her Mother told her fhe 
might go and afk leave, and then it would 
not be. fin for her to cat them ; and fent 
•one of the Children to that end ; and 
when fhe returned, her Mother told her 
that die Owner had given leave, now fee 
■might eat them, and it would not be Heal- 
ing. This ftill'd her a little while; but 
preiently fhe broke out again into an ex- 
ceeding Fit of Crying: Her Mother aik- 
ed her what made her cry again ? Why fee 
cried, .now, Jince they had alkcd leave ? 
What At was that troubled her now ? And 
afked her fevoral times very earneftly, be- 
' fore fee made any Anfwer ; but atlaft faid, 
it was becaufe BECAUSE IT WAS SIN. 
She continued a confiderable time crying •, 
and faid fee would not go again if Eunice 
alked her an hundred Times ; and fee re- 
tain'd her Averfion "to that Fruit for a 
confiderable time, under the remembrance 
of her former Sin. 

She at fome times appears greatly af- 
fected, and delighted with Texts of Scrip- 
ture that come to. her mind. Particular- 
ly, about the beginning of November, the 
laft Year, that Text came to her mind, 
Rev. iii. 20. Behold, I [land at the Door 
and knock : If any Man hear my Voice, and 
open the Door, I will come in, and fup 
•with him, and he with me. She fpuke of 
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it to thofe of the Family, with a great 
appearance of Joy, a fmiling Counte- 
nance, and Elevation of Voice, and after- 
wards fhe went into another Room, where » 
'her Mother overheard her talking vejr 
eanxftly to the Children about it, and 
particularly heard -her fay to them, three 
• or four times over, with an air of exceed- 
ing Joy and Admiration,. Why it is to SUP 
WITH GO D. At fome time about the 
middle of W inter, very late in the Night, 
when all were a-bed, her Mother per- 
ceived that fhe was awake, and heard 
her, as tho' fhe was weeping. She called 
- to her, and afked .her what was the mat- 
ter. She anfwered with a low Voice, fo 
that her Mother could not hear what fhe 
faid •, but thinking that it might be oc- 
cafibnM by feme fpiritual Affection, laid 
no more to her; but perceived her to lie 
awake, and to continue in the fame Frame, 
• for a confiderable time. The next Mornings 
fhe afked her whether fhe did not cry the 
lait Night: The Child anfwered yes, I 
did cry a link, for I was thinking about 
God and Chrift, and they loved me. Her 
Mother afked her whether to think of God 
and ChrifSs loving -.her madehtr cry: Site an- 
fwered yes j it does fome times. . 

She has often manifefted a great Con- 
cern for the good of others Souls : and has 
been wont many times affeftionately to 
4 counfel 
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counfel 'the other Children. Onc^ about 
the kitter.end of September, the laft Year, 
•when . fhe and fome others of the Children 
-were in a Room by themfelves, a talking 
{Indian Corn, the Child, after a while, 
came out and fat by the Fire. >H:r Mo- 
ther took notice that Ihe appeared with a 
•more than ordinary ferious and penfive 
Countenance, but at laft fhe broke fih-nce, 
; and faid, I have been talking to Nabby 
. and Eunice : Her Mother afked her what 
fhe had faid to 'em. "Why laid Ihe, I 
told y em they muft pray, and prepare to die, 
that they had but a little while to live in 
.this iVorld, and they muft be always rea- 
dy. When Hobby came out, her Mother 
aiked her whether fhe had faid that to 
■■them., Tes, faid fhe, fhe faid that, and 
a great deal more. At other times, the 
■ Child took her Opportunities to talk to 
the other Children about the great Con- 
cern of their Souls, fometimes, fo as . 
much to affect them, and fet them into 
TTean. She was once exceeding importu- 
nate with her Mother to go with her Sifter 
'■Naomi to pray : Her Mother endeavoured 
to put her off but fhe pulled her by the 
Sleeve, and feem'd as if fhe would by no 
means be denied. At laft her Mother told 
her, that Amy muft go ani pray her felf\ 
but % fays the Child, fhe will not go-, and 
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perfifted earneftly to beg of her Mother 
to go with her. 

She has difcover'd an uncommon De- 
gree of a Spirit of Charity; particularly 
on the following Occafion : A poor Man 
that lives in the Woods, had lately loft a 
•Cow that the Family much depended on, 
and being at the Houfc, he was relating 
his Misfortune, and telling of the Straits 
and Difficulties they were reduced to by 
it. She took much notice of it, and It 
wrought exceedingly on her Companions! 
. .And after fhe had attentively heard him 
a while, fhe went away to her Father, 
who was in the Shop, and intreated him 
-to .give that Man a Cow : and told him 
that the poor Man had no Cow! that the 
Hunters or Something elfe had kill'd his 
Cow! and entreated him to give him one 
of theirs. Her Father told her that they 
could not ipare one. Then fhe entreated 
him to let him and his Family come and 
live at hi.s Houfe : And had much more 
talk of the fame nature, whereby fhe ma- 
nitefted Bowels of Compaffion to the 
Poor. 

She has manifcfted great Love to her 
Minifter: Particularly when I returned 
from my long Journey for .my Health, 
mim Fall, when fhe heard of it fhe 
appeared very joyful at the News, ana 
told the Children of it, with an elevated 

Voice, 

4 
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Voice, as the moft joyful Tidings ; re- 
peating it over and over, Mr. Edwards 
is come home ! Mr. Edwards is come home ! 
She Rill continues very conftant in fecret 
Prayer, fo far as can be obferved, (for 
fhe feems to have no Defire that others 
fliould obferve her when (he retires, but 
feems to be a Child of a referved Tem- 
per) and every Night, before flte got* 
to Bed, will fay her Catechifm, and will 
by no means mifs of it : fhe never for- 
got it but once, and then after fhe waB 
a-bed, thought of it, and cried out » 
Tears, I han't [aid my Catechifm ! and 
would not be quieted till her Mother 
afked her the Catechifm as fhe lay in Bed, 
She fometimes appears to be in doubt a- 
bout the Condition of her Soul, and when 
afked whether (he thinks that (he is' pre- 
pared for Death, fpeaks fometlnn£ 
.doubtfully about it: At other time* 
feems to have no doubt, but when afked 
replies yes without hefitation. 

In the former part of this great Work 
of God amcngft us, till ic. got to its 
h ioht, we feemed to be wonderfully 
imiled upon and bleffed in all refpetts. 
Satan (as has been already obferved;) 
feemed to be unufually reftrain'd : Per- 
fons that before had been involved in Me- 
lancholy, feemed to be as it were waked 
up out of it\ and thofe that had been en- 

r G tanglcg 
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tangled with extraordinary Temptations, 
feemed wonderfully to be fet at liberty; 
and not only fo, but it was the moft re- 
markable time of Health, that ever I 
knew fince I have been in the Town. 
We ordinarily have feveral Bills put up, 
every Sabbath, for Perfons that are fiefc- 
J but now we had not fo much as one for 
many Sabbaths together. But after this 
it feemed to be -otherwifc, when this 
^° rk p f God appeared to be at its great- 
Height, a poor weak Man that be- 
longs to the Town, being in great fpirfl 
tual Trouble, was hurried with violent 
Temptations to cut his own Throat, 
and made an Attempt.; but did not do 
it effectually. He after this continued a 
considerable Time exceedingly over- 
whelmed with Melancholy ; but has now 
of a long time been very greatly deliver'd, 
by the Light of God's Countenance lifted 
up upon him, and has expreffed a great 
Senfe of his Sin in fo far yielding to 
Temptation ; and there are in him ali 
hopeful Evidences of his having .been 
made a Subject of faving Mercy. 

In the latter part of May, it began to 
be very fenfible that the Spirit of God 
was gradually withdrawing from us, and 
after this Time Satan feemed to be more 
let loofe, and raged in a dreadful man- 
ner. The firft Inftance wherein it ap- 

pear'd, 
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pear'd, was a Perfon's putting an end to 
liis own Life, by cutting his Throat. 
He was a Gentleman of more than com- 
mon Underftanding, of ftricl: Morals, 
religious in his Behaviour, and an ufeful 
honourable Perfon in the Town j but was 
of a Family that are exceeding prone to 
the Difeafe of Melancholy, and his Mo- 
ther was killed with it.. He had, from 
the beginning of this extraordinary Time, 
been exceedingly" concerned about the 
State of his Soul, and there were 
fome Things in his Experience* that ap- 
peared very hopefully ; but he durft 
entertain no Hope concerning his own 
good Eftate. Towards the latter part of 
his Time, he grew much difcouraged, 
and Melancholy grew amain upon him, 
till he was wholly overpowcr'd by ir, 
and was in great meafure part; a Capacity 
of receiving Advice, or being reafoned 
with to any purpofe : The Devil took the 
advantage, and drove him into defpair- 
ing Thoughts. He was kept awake a- 
nights, meditating Terrour-, fo that he 
had fcarce any Sleep at all, for a long 
time together. And it was obferved at 
laft, that he was fcarcely well capable of 
managing his ordinary Bafinefs, and was 
judged delirious by the Coroner's Inqueft. 
The News of this extraordinarily affected 
the Minds of People here, and ftruck them 
G 2 as 
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fts it were with Aftonifhment. After 
this, Multitudes in this, nnd other Towns,. 
pS8*ed to have it ftrongly fuggcfled to 
5 em, and preffed upon r cm, to do as this 
Perfon had done. And many that fecmed 
to be under no Me^ncholy,. fome pious 
Perfons, that had no fpecial Darknefs- 
or Doubts about the goodnefs of their 
State, nor were under any fpecial 1 Trou- 
ble or Concern of Mind about anything 
Spiritual or Temporal, yet had it urged 
upon 'em, as if fomebody had fpoke 
to 'em, Cut your own Throaty now is ^ 
a good Opportunity. Now; now! So 
that they were oblig'd to fight with all 
their might to refift it, and yet no Reafon 
fuggeftcd to 'em why they fhoulddoit. 

About the fame time, there were two 
'remarkable Inftances of Perfons led a- 
way with ftrange Enthufiaftick Delufions : 
one at Suffield, and another at South- 
Jiadkyj That which has made the great- 
eft noife in the Country was of the Man 
at Scuth-HidUy, whofe Delufion was, that 
he thought himfelf divinely inflruded to 
direct a poor Man in melancholy and dc- 
fpairing Circumftances, to fay certain 
Words in Prayer to God, as recorded in 
Pfil. ocvi. 4 . for Kis own Relief. The < 
Man is eftecmed a pio'js Man : I have 
fince this Error of his, had a particular 
Acquaintance with him ; and I believe 

none 
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none would queftion his Pi?ty, that had 
had fuch an Acquaintance. He gave me 
a particular Account of the Manner how 
he was deluded ; which is too long to be 
here inferted. B:it in fhort he was ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced and elevated, with this 
extraordinary Work, lb carried on in 
this part of the Country ; and was poi- 
feffed with an Opinion that it was the 
beginning of the glorious Times of the 
Church fpoken of in Scripture : And had 
read it as the Opinion of fome Divines, 
that there would be many in thefe Times 
that fliould be endued with extraordinary 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoft , and had em- 
braced the Notion tho' he had at firft no 
Apprehenfions that any befides Mimfters 
would have fuch Gifts. But he fince exceed- 
irio-ly laments the Difhonour he has done to 
God,andtbeWound he has given Religion in 
it, and has lain low before God and Man for it. 

After thefe things the Inftances of 
Converfion were rare here in compari- 
fon of what they had before been, (tho* 
that remarkable Inftance of the little 
Child was after this •,) and the Spirit of 
God not long after this time, appeared 
very fenfibly withdrawing from all parts 
of the Country \ (tho' we have heard of 
its going on in fome Places of Connec- 
ticut* and that it continues to be carried 
on even to this Day.) Bat Religion re- 
G 3 rnain'd 
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main'd here, and I believe in fome o~ 
ther Places, the main Subjecl ofConver- 
fation, for feveral Months after this And 
there were fome Turns, wherein God's 
Work feem'd iomething to revive, and 
we were ready to hope that all was 
going to be renewed again : yet in the 
main there was a gradual Decline of that 
general, engaged, lively Spirit in Reli- 
gion, which had been before. Several things 
have happened face, that have diverted 
Peoples Minds, and turn'd their Conver- 
sion more to other Affairs, as particular- 
ly his Excellency the Goverr.our's coming 
up, and the Committee of General Court, 
on the Treaty with the Indians-, and af- 
terwards the Springfield Controversy ; and 
Once that, our People in this Town have 
been engaged in the buikhng of a new 
Meeting -houfe : and fome other Occur- 
rences might be mentioned, that have 
feem'd to have this Effect, But as to 
thofe that have been thought ro be con- 
verted among us, in this time, they ge- 
nerally feem to be Perfons, that have had 
an abiding Change wrought on them : 
I have had particular acquaintance with 
many of them fince, and they generally ap- 
pear to be Perfons that have a new Senfc 
of Things, new Apprehenfions and Views 
of God, of the divine Attributes, and 
Jefus drift, an J the great Things of the 

Gofpel : 
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Gofpel: They have a new Senfe of the 
Truth of them, and they affeft them 
in a new manner •,' tho* it is very far from 
being always alike with them, neither 
can they revive a Senfe of things when 
they pleafe. Their Hearts are often 
touched, and fometimes fill'd,. with new 
Sweetnefles and Delights? there feems 
to be an inward Ardour and burning of 
Heart that they exprefs, the like to which 
they r.ever experienced before ; fomet:rnes y 
perhaps, occalioned only by the Mention 
of Chrift'% Name, or fome one of the 
Divine Perfections: There are new Ap- 
petites, and anew kind of Breathings and' 
Pantings of Heart, and Croanings that can- 
not be uttered. There is a new kind ot 
inward Labour and Struggle of Soul to- 
wards Heaven and Holinds. 

Some that before were very rough in 
their Temper and Manners, feem to be 
remarkably foftned and fweeten'd. And 
fome have had their Souls exceedingly til- 
led,' and overwhelmed with Light, Love, 
and Comfort, long fince the Work of 
God has ceafed to be fo remarkably carried 
on in a general way : and fome have had 
much greater Experiences of this nature 
than they had before. And there is ftilL 
a great deal of religious Converlation " con- 
tinued in the Town, amongft young and 
old ;, a religio us Difpofition appears to 
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be ftill maintain'd amorgit our People, 
by their upholding frequent private re- 
ligous Meetings; and all Sorts are gene- 
rally worftnpping God at fuch Meeting, 
©n Sabbath Nights, and in the Evening 
after our pablick Lefture. Many Chil- 
dren m the Town do ftill keep up fuch 
Meetings among themfelvcs. I know 
of no one young Perfon in the Town 
that has returned to former ways of Loofe- 
uefs and Extravagancy in any refpeel ; 
but we ft.ll remain a reformed People, and 
Ood has evidently made us a new People 
I can't fay that there has been no In- 
ttance of any one Perfon that has car- 
ried Jumielf fo, that others mould juftly 
be ftumbled concerning his Profefiion ; 
nor am I fo vain as to imagine that 
we han't been miftaken concerning any 
that we have entertain'd a good Opini- 
on of, or that there are none that pafs 
amongft us for Sheep, that are indeed 
Wolves in Sheep's cloathing ; who probably 
may fome time or other difcover them- 
lelves by their Fruits. We are not fo pure, 
but that we have great Caufe to be 
humbled and afham'd, that we are fo im. 
pure-, nor fo religious, but that thofe that 
watch for our Halting, may fee things in 
us, whence they may take occafion to re- 
proach us and Religion but in the main, 
there has been a great and marvellous Work 
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of Converfion and Sanaifrcation among 
the People here ; and they have paid all 
due Refpeas to thofe who have been 
bkft of God to be the Inftruments of it. 
Both old and young have ftiewn a For- 
wardnefs to hearken not only to my Couii- 
fels, but even to my Reproofs from the 
Pulpit. 

A great part of the Country have not 
received the moil favourable Thoughts 
of this Affair; and to this day many re- 
tain a Jcaloufy concerning it, and Pre- 
judice aga'tnft it: I have Reafon to think 
that the meannefs and weaknefs of the^ 
Tnftrument, that has been made ufe of 
in this Town, has prejudiced many a- 
&iinft it ; it don't appear to me ftrange 
that it mould be fo : But yet the Cir- 
cumftance of this great Work of God,, 
is analogous to other Circumftances of it : 
God has fo ordered the manner of the 
Work in many Refpeas, as very- fignaj- 
\y and remarkably to fhew it to be his . 
own peculiar and immediate Work, and 
to fecure the Glory of it wholly to his 
own Almighty Power, and Sovereign 
Grace. And whatever the Circumftances 
and Means have been, and tho' we are fo 
unworthy, yet fo hath it pleafed God to 
work! And we are evidently a People, 
bleffed of the Lord! And here, in this 
Corner of the World, God dwells, and ma- 
nifefts his Glory. Thus 
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and ^w., Account of this remarka- 
ble Affair ; and yet, confidcring how 
manifold God's Works have been a! 
mongftus, that are worthy to be writ- 
ten, us but a very brief one. I ftould 
have font it much (ooj, had I not b"en 
greatly hindered by Ulnefs in my 

mU t u myrdf> * is P^bably 

much larger than you expend, and it 
may be than you would have cbofen. I 
thought that the Eamordinarincfi rf the 
thing, and the innumerable Mifreprefenta- 
T° SH** abroad of k,rnany 
of which have, doubtlefs, reached you? 
f-ars, made it neceffary that I fhould 
be particular. But I wou Id leave it en- 
tirely with your Wifdom to make what 
ufe of it yon think beft, to fenS a par 
of ,t to England, or all, or none, if you 
think it not worthy; or otherwifo to dif- 
pofe of it as you may think mod for God's 
('lory, and the Interelt of Refigfad If 

, cv ' . 7" Q <#> I Ihould be elad to 
D.fire, that fince he, and the Co„«rrea a - 

as hev ? la , much notice of «* 

of S I tT'n h;lt Chey , WOuld alfo thi "k 
or us at the Throne of Grace, and feek 

*ere for us, that God would not forfake 

US, 
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us, but enable us to bring forth Fruit an- 
fwerable to our Profefiion, and -our Mer- 
cies, and that our Light may fo fhine be- 
fore Men, that others feeing oar good Works, 
may glorify our Father which is in Hea- 
ven. 

When I firft heard of the Notice the 
Rev rt . Dr. Watts and Dr. Guyfe took of 
God's Mercies to us, I took occafion to 
inform >our 'Congregation of it in a Dif- 
courfe from thefe Words ; A City that is 
fet upon an Hill cannot be hid. And hav- 
ing fince feen a particular Account of the 
Notice the Rev d . Dr. Guyfe, and the Con- 
gregation he preached to., took of it, in 
a Letter you wrote to my Honoured 
'Uncle Williams, I read that part of your 
Letter to the Congregation, and laboured 
as much as in me lay to enforce their 
Duty from it. The Congregation were 
very fenfibly moved and affe&ed at both 
.times. 

1 humbly requeft of you. Rev*. Sir, 
your Prayers, for this County, in its pre- 
sent melancholy Circumftances, into which 
it is brought by the Springfield Quarrel, 
which, doubtlefs, above all things that have 
happen'd, has tended to put a Stop to the 
glorious Work here, and to prejudice this 
Country againft it, and hinder the Pro- 
pagation of it. I alfo alk your Prayers 
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for this Town, and would particularly beg 
an Intereft in them for him who is, 

Honoured Sir, 

Nov. 6. 1736. with humble Refpect, 

Your Obedient Son and Servant, 

Jonathan Edwards. 
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PROPOSALS for Printing by 
Subfcripticn, a Practical Ex- 
posi tion of the Four. Evangelists, 
in the Form of a Paraphrafe •, with Occa- 
fioiial Notes in their proper Places for 
further Explication, and ferious Recollec- 
tions at the Clofe of every Chapter : 
Part of it being the Subftance of what 
was delivered in feveral Expofitory Lectures 
at Little St. Helen's, on JVednefday Winter- 
Evenings. Defign'd to be publifhM for 
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